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Looking back: a semester review
On open flames, arrests, and students who speak out...
by Sarah Gunn
A new year is upon us,
and as we begin new classes, greet
returning students, and say
goodbye to others, the past semes¬
ter seems fuzzy to many. Too often,
forgetfulness comes with the pass¬
ing of seasons, and the events
which enlightened, surprised, mo¬
bilized, and enraged us become
forgotten.
We at the Student would
like to take a moment to look back,
recalling the news events which
shaped college policy and student
opinion.
Summer & September

Chris Caplice '97 passed away on
June 1.
A stone and tree memorial, located
at the back of Adams, was erected
in honor of Phil Otis '96.
The Honors Program was over¬
hauled during last Short Term,
much to the surprise of many stu¬
dents (and even some advisors).
The new policy moved from a fourtired honors award scale (no hon¬
ors/honors/high honors/highest
honors) to a two-tiered policy (no
honors/honors). Some honors can¬
didates protested the change, argu¬
ing that their opinion was not
sought. Reasons cited for the
change included students' disap¬
pointment upon receiving "just
honors," and the arbitrary nature
of grade determination.

Participants reflected upon the
meaning of Bates and the role of
staff, students, and faculty in the
formulation of college policy and
principles, planning to make Bates
a "number 1" liberal arts institu¬
tion.
Anonymous reporting was made
part of the sexual assault policy.
This option, which is currently in
effect, allows students who have
experienced sexual assault to reg¬
ister their experiences without pur¬
suing a formal Student Conduct
Committee report. These anony¬
mous reports become a part of the
College's crime statistics, which
can be obtained from Security.

The BatesCard was put into effect
this year. The stripped-down card
allows students to access on-cam¬
pus ATMs and serves as a form of
campus I.D. The BatesCard's swipe
card and key function are still in the
planning stages. Questions of
building access are currently being
debated by the OneCard commit¬
tee and the administration.
The Student Conduct Committee
was revamped. Now, a member of
the Bates community may serve as
an advisor and character witness
for any students involved in the
process. In addition, "judicial edu¬
cators" who are well-versed in
committee rules and policy may
provide information to students.

Bates welcomed a record number
of entering students, creating
havoc everywhere from the Hous¬
ing office to the Commons line.

Bates celebrates 100 years of de¬
bate. The Brooks Quimby Debate
Council invited alumni and debat¬
ers from across the globe to com¬
memorate its centennial. A series of

A Goals 2005 retreat was held.

Continued on Page 5
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Matt Bromley graphic.

The Inside Track
They're not just for sailors anymore...

The deans sing!!!

Should you get it? Shouldn’t you? What if everyone notices? What if

Dean of Students F. Celeste Branham and Assistant Dean of Students

they don’t? And what if it hurts?

Dan Ludden performed “Hurdy Gurdy Man” and other rousing hits in

Features examines one of the major moral dilemmas of our time:

Tuesday’s Noonday concert, at Olin.
... And the Student was there to photograph the event for posterity.

TATTOOS!
A semi-serious look at one decision that could last forever... On Page 6.

Turn to News and witness the moment..
On Page 4.
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Issue II

In this week's N EWS section, look back, back, way
back..: into last semester. Also, learn about the
final draft of the Open Flame Policy (this time for
real), the nitty-gritty of the new Educational Policy
committee decisions, and chat with the Pres. On
a sad note, we mourn the death of Floyd Draper,
Chase Hall custodian and friend.

Around Campus: Zowee! Head in Pot! Around
Campus delves into the weird and wacky case
of Village One, a common household pot, and
a baboon head. Wow! Also, information on
the new education secondary concentration.
«

And; due to an unfortunate void in the
Sports Editor position, Around Campus goes
jock... enter swimming's grueling winter train¬
ing camp (in Florida). Also, Track.

Features Tattoos, Tattoos, and more tattoos!!!
And, as always... the horoscope.
Then visit Forum: read outraged letters about
Bio-101, thoughtful pieces on the new Educational
Policy recommendations, letters ranging from
neat to wacky, and as always, Shawn O'Leary's
column.
>

This week, in ArtS Strange Bedfellows makes
some improv magic. Trivia Night makes
wacky magic across campus. Bates' favorite
alum, Bryant Gumbel retires from the Today
show. Also, Arts looks back at the year in re¬
view, and Kurt Loether looks at the wonder¬
ful world of video.
Sports Maybe someday we'll have a Sports
section. But only if we get a Sports Editor...
Apply now!!!!
And (of course) the Seventh Section

mMMSSBMS'

Friday : Cheese head in the sky! No! Wait! You're just
schloshed!!! Get your head out of the gutter, and stumble
over to Commons. Those bag lunches are ever-so yummy.
Happy Newman day...
Saturday and Sunday: Same.
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Open Flame ban
policy in final stages

Table of
Volume 125

Weekend Weatk er

Fines are
included,
but
housekeeping
and security
won't
search
by Keri Fox
Candles will be illegal... if Security finds them. Pat Serengulion photo
Last semester, rumors
about the Open Flame Ban were
"to prevent open flame burning"
"The administration did
confirmed. Now, the moment is
and subsequent fire hazards that
enact the policy against student
upon us.
could occur. The policy does not
opposition, but the student co¬
With the actual policy com¬
penalize people for decorative
drafters fought hard to make the
candles or incense, which "would
pleted and only the printing of a
policy acceptable- and the admin¬
fall under the same category as
brochure on fire safety left, the ban
istration was forced to listen. We
will likely "go into effect before the
cigarettes," Germain continued.
were equal partners in this process,
end of Winter Se¬
Those who are caught ac¬
and that in ittually burning candles are the only
mester. Once [the ___________ _____________ self was a ma¬
ones who will face fines or a con¬
printing is] done,
jor achieve¬
Those who are caught ment," elabo¬ fiscation of candles by the school.
it's done. The
For any particular instance, the fine
wording of it is
rated Richard
actually burning
already final¬
is $10, regardless of number of
Holley HI, '97,
ized," said Eric
candles are the only President of candles, but all of the burning
candles will be confiscated.
Germain, Director
the Represen¬
ones who will face
"There is a $75 dollar fine
of Safety.
tative Assem¬
for unattended candles and those
The ac¬
bly.
fines
which activate the fire alarm sys¬
tual policy is less
tem will fall under the fire alarm
stringent than
■ The actual
policy," said Germain.
earlier proposals, due largely to the
policy: it's up to the students...but
Repeat offenders "will be
presence of students on the Open
fees are possible
referred to the Dean of Students
Flame Policy Committee and to the
office and from there I don't know
Representative Assembly.
Rather than a 'Candle Ban
what will happen," he continued.
"If [the R.A.] hadn't been
Enforcement Group' running
involved it would have been
around campus searching out
■ Exceptions
worded very differently," said
candles, the enforcement of the
Germain.
policy relies primarily on voluntary
There are exceptions to the
students compliance. Housekeep¬
new Open Flame Ban. If a blue-slip
ing is not required to report or con¬
is obtained, open flames will be al¬
fiscate candles and there will be
lowed in common spaces and for
"no scheduled candle inspections,"
religious reasons.
said Germain. Security, however,
"Open flames are still al¬
will be given the power to assign
lowed in common spaces provided
fees if they stumble upon burning
a blue slip is obtained. Open
candles.
flames for purposes of meditation
"If Security is walking
and religion are still allowed, pro¬
around campus and...they see a
vided the student obtains a blan¬
candle burning, or if there's a com¬
ket blueslip," explained Holley.
plaint," the candle will be confis¬
Religious blueslips can be ap¬
cated and a fine will be charged,
proved by the chaplain, and must
said Germain.
be renewed each semester.i i > < i
--The- policy is an attempt

Open
flames.
blue-slips,
Fines.
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Faculty debate graduation requirements
Proposals will affect general education, staffing, and academic standards
by Jeremy Breningstall
The Educational Policy
Committee (EPC), culminating
four years of work, presented be¬
fore the faculty on January 13 the
final draft of their recommenda¬
tions. Now, the faculty will be en¬
tering what is described as a "read¬
ing period," which could take sev¬
eral months. During this period, it
is conceivable that the recommen¬
dations could be revised or
scrapped altogether. The final vote,
to be taken after each piece of leg1 islation has been analyzed sepa¬
rately, is expected to take place in
March or April.
The recommendations, in¬
tended to supplant those requisites
listed in the course catalogue un¬
der the category "General-Educa¬
tion," could potentially fundamen¬
tally change the dynamic of aca¬
demic life at Bates. Although in
some ways certain of the conditions
might differ little from those al¬
ready in place (an attempt is made
to retain distributional require¬
ments within the natural sciences,
social sciences, and humanities; the
senior project requirement is al¬
ready in place in many depart¬
ments), others are new and include
a breadth and skill orientation that
has not been previously present, at
least in recent history. Even those
that would be retained, including
the study of the natural world and
a course in quantitative reasoning,
would be altered in such a way as
to change which courses students
will be required to take, and in
what manner those courses will be
presented.
There is also within the
new requirements the potential for
a significant change in the makeup
of the college at large, at least in
ways that one would not normally
see as resulting from a piece of cur¬
ricular legislation.
With a proposed first-year
seminar requirement, the number
of first-year seminars being offered
will most likely have to increase
from the present sixteen to about
thirty, and all departments will be
required to offer them. The new
natural world requirement pre¬

scribes a course pedagogy that dif¬
fers from the introductory courses
routinely offered, both in its direc¬
tion and in its adaptation to the in¬
dividual student. A fine arts re¬
quirement could potentially throw
hundreds of new students into the
art, music and theater departments.
Similarly, a foreign lan¬
guage requirement could induce
over a hundred additional students
in those disciplines per year. Sev¬
eral departments, in particular
Spanish and French, already have
oversubscribed courses.
Specifically, there are nine

A fine arts
requirement could
potentially throw
hundreds of new
students into the art,
music, and theater
departments
basic recommendations being pro¬
posed by the educational policy
committee. They would: 1)
strengthen the thesis requirement;
2) require a first-year seminar; 3)
require a pair of courses on the
study of the natural world (with
labs) one of which must include a
project (something with a decision
students have made on their own,
elaborates Professor of Physics,
Jack Pribram); 4) require a quanti¬
tative reasoning requirement that
could only be fulfilled with a
course that "has mathematical
theory, analysis, modeling, or sta¬
tistics as its central focus; and re¬
quire 5) a course in the history,
theory, or practice of the visual or
performing arts. It would also re¬
quire: 6) two courses from two dif¬
ferent departments or programs
that emphasize the close reading,
critical analysis, or historical inter¬
pretation of culturally significant
texts; 7) a course on understanding
behavior; 8) two courses on the un¬
derstanding of cultures; one of

which must be on diversity in the
United States; and one of which
must be on societies or cultures
elsewhere; and 9) two course in a
foreign language to be taken while
the student is enrolled at Bates.
The elimination of the oftcriticized physical education re¬
quirement would be stayed by the
proposal, pending further review.
The committee has asked the
physical education department to
provide a full justification for the
four-course requirements continu¬
ation.
In terms of the meeting it¬
self, the faculty meeting Monday
was composed mostly of prelimi¬
nary presentations and skirmishes,
with a good deal of time being
spent on parliamentary procedure.
The actual detailed discussion of
the content of the proposal will be
taking place over an extended pe¬
riod throughout the next few
months; on fac-talk (the faculty on¬
line discussion board), in open fo¬
rums (the first of which is sched¬
uled for January 28), and in the
monthly faculty meetings.
The EPC was present at
Monday's meeting to explain the
wording and thought process be¬
hind their proposals. Because of
the length of time spent drafting
the legislation, many of the mem¬
bers on the committee when the
planning was initiated have since
passed on their duties to others.
In order to provide the
necessary number of first-year
seminars, faculty would most
likely have to work in a rotation
whereby they each teach one every
three or four years. In regards to
the fine arts requirement, Professor
of Music, Ann Scott said that the
mission statement of the college
states that the liberal arts education
of Bates encompasses development
of aesthetic appreciation and sen¬
sibility, yet there is no mechanism
by which to ensure that this actu¬
ally occurs. She said that she stud¬
ied the enrollment figures of last
year, and her calculations found
there were over 1200 empty spots
available for students to enroll in
units of the fine arts.
During the question-and-

answer period, professor of reli¬
gion John Strong raised the issue
of who would determine which
courses fulfill specific require¬
ments. "Could I, for example," he
asked, "say that a Short Term in
religion satisfies the quantitative
requirement?"
Dean of Faculty, Martha
Crunkleton said the departments
would be free to make their own
determinations, as the school does
not have a committee which super¬
vises curriculum. She was also
asked about the extent of the re¬
quirements, which could now in-

There is also within
the new
requirements the
potential for a
significant change in
the makeup of the
college at large
elude as many as 13 or 14 required
classes. She replied that, "our goal
was to get about one-third," or ap¬
proximately 11-12 classes, for gen¬
eral requirements.
In response to another
question, Scott pointed out that
under the proposal, students may
use no course aside from first-year
seminars to fulfill more than one of
the general education require¬
ments. So called "double-dip¬
ping," which sometimes takes
place now, would no longer be per¬
mitted.
Associate professor of his¬
tory Stephen Hochstadt wondered
about the timetable suggested in
the educational policy committee's
plan. According to the legislation,
implementation would begin in
September of 1997, giving depart¬
ments very little time to develop
first-year seminars and other
course expansions that would be
necessary. "Are we clear that this
is not going to start in 1997?" he
asked rhetorically.

Custodian Floyd Draper passes away
by Jenny Merksamer
Floyd Draper, who Was em¬
ployed at Bates as a custodian for
fifteen years, passed away on De¬
cember 28th. Draper died while
undergoing tests on a carotid ar tery in his neck. He was sixty-eight.
A service was held in the Bates
Chapel on December 31st. Sarah

Potter, the man¬
ager of the book¬
store, and several
of his colleagues
spoke at his fu¬
neral and noted
that he was "easy
going, an abso¬
lute joy to work
with and a great
kidder."

"[Floyd was] easy
going, an absolute joy
to work with and a
great kidder."
-Sarah Potter

Floyd
moved to Green,
Maine and later
to Lewiston. He
began working
on the night shift
and was later
promoted to su¬
pervisor. Floyd
always worked in
Chase Hall. His

supervisor Elaine Freeman com¬
mented that "he made important
lasting connections to Bates stu¬
dents," and added that " he was a
dependable and kind man."
The Connecticut native is sur¬
vived by his wife, Pat, seven -hildren, six grandchildren, five sisters
and a brother. His wife also worked
at Bates as a custodian from Sep¬
tember 1983 until September 1992.

Crunkleton responded
that could be determined later.
Following discussion of
the language of the legislation,
there was some discussion of the
guiding philosophy behind it. It
was mentioned that whereas some
believe that the purposes of the
general education requirements is
to get students to try something
that they don't think that they're
good at, others have different ideas
about its function.
Associate professor of his¬
tory Elizabeth Tobin said in refer¬
ence to the natural sciences require¬
ment, "It differs from almost any
other requirement in that it doesn't
define a specific skill."
Some also questioned the
vagueness of the close reading re¬
quirement. Do all courses that re¬
quire close readings really fall into
the same category? What is meant
by culturally significant texts?
Hochstadt said, "I wonder
if the committee here might not
take back some of the powers of the
departments and specify some¬
thing about the senior require¬
ment."
Also at the faculty meet¬
ing came the announcement by
vice president for development
and alumni affairs Ronald Joyce of
the completion of the capital cam¬
paign. After five years of hard
work by hundreds of individuals,
$59.3 million has been raised to go
towards scholarship, the endow¬
ment, and other activities. Three
hundred thousand dollars of it was
raised from members of the Bates
community.
Assistant professor of art
Erica Rand questioned the policy
of asking employees for donations.
She wondered if the individuals
involved were capable of open con¬
sent, given that the person asking
was their employer.
It was announced that
workshops, a keynote lecture, and
other activities would be taking
place in celebration of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day.
Secondary concentrations
in theater and dance passed unani¬
mously without comment.

EPC
meeting:
Jan. 21.
Be there.
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... And they sing, too!
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Fundraising, a survey
new buildings, and .
Goals 2005
by Jeremy Breningstall
In administrative news,
there has been a number of recent
developments. The $50 million
Capital Campaign has been com¬
pleted, nine million dollars above
the goal. According to President
Donald Harward, the last cam¬
paign Bates mounted was only for
twelve million dollars, and took
place in 1982. Whereas previous
campaigns had no million dollar
donors, this campaign had fifteen
of them.
"That would have been
unthinkable as we planned it,"
said Harward. He said that de¬
veloping a strong program of giv¬
ing to the college is absolutely es¬
sential
in
maintaining
affordability. A large celebration
is being planned for spring Con¬
vocation.
The next task is to raise
seven million dollars over twoand-a-half years in order to fund
the new academic building,
Harward said. In late January, the
Board of Trustees will give a red
light or green light on the pro¬
posal.
"We're poised to go for¬
ward with their approval," he
said.
Including the relocation
of the old maintenance headquar¬
ters, the new academic building is
a $21 million project. The new

maintenance building is nearly com¬
pleted.
Harward said he is hoping
to break ground for the new aca¬
demic building in April. It would
take two years to build, with
completion most likely taking place
in the fall of 1999.
The student survey taking
place last semester has been ex¬
tended to include the early months
this year. The survey, supervised by
an oversight committee and asking
a large quantity of questions on all
facets of college life, is being directed
by assistant professor of psychology
Kathy Low.
The survey is hoping to
gather together at least 500 re¬
sponses. There may be some more
efforts at collecting more opinions of
upperclassmen, but the primary
emphasis will be on includmg firstyear students. First-years were ex¬
cluded last semester in order to give
them more time to understand the
college. Harward said that he an¬
ticipates a full statistical breakdown
as well as a full set of textual re¬
sponses later this year.
Goals 2005, now that a fi¬
nal draft has been reached, will be
going to the trustees January 24.
"We're now going into the imple¬
mentation phase," said Harward.
An implementation steering com¬
mittee has been appointed. Also at
this meeting will be a vote on the
new budget.

INTERESTED IN
CAMPUS NEWS?
HEAPD A HOT PUMOP?
WANT TO PEPOPT IT?
INTEPESTED IN MAKING A
DIFFEPENCE?
WPITE FOP NEWS!
IT S FUN!!!
CALL SAPAN AT X7SZI.
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Deans F. Celeste Branham and Dan Ludden delighted the
crowd at the Noonday concert in Olin. Amanda Hinnant photo.

career off to a solid start. As one of the largest full service
banks north of Boston, we offer comprehensive commercial
lending, trust and consumer financial services, stability for the
future, and these challenging management training programs.

Commercial Loan
Commercial lending is one of the
fastest growing segments of our
business. As a trainee in this
program, you'll progress through
the department, and ideally be
promoted to a Commercial Loan
Officer. You'll be encouraged to
build your strengths in a variety of
skill areas, including risk assessment
and analysis. This program gives you
the opportunity and support you
need to get ahead.

Banking Office
Management
Working in our retail environment,
you'll be training for twelve months.
You’ll progress through all phases of
retail banking, with a detailed
introduction to all of our products
and services. Training involves a
balance of hands-on and classroom
exposure to policies and procedures,
assignment as a Customer Service
Representative, and eventual
progression to a management
position. All college majors are
encouraged to apply.

AS DIFFERENT AS

Get involved in one of New England's most
vibrant financial institutions, and get the
critical, hands-on training you need to move
ahead with your career plans.To join one
of our training programs you must have a
G.P A. of 3.0 or above.All majors are
encouraged to apply.

Wc will be visiting the Bates
College campus on February 14.
Please contact your career services
department about interviews.
An equal opportunity employer.
Member FDIC/DIFM.

A BANK CAN BE

Check out our web site at www.easternbank.com
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What a long, strange, trip... looking at the past
sue as one of paternalism and civil
liberties.

Continued from Page 1
lectures, receptions, and an inter¬
national debate tournament
marked the event.
In the words of
Grant Reynolds '58,
"Why did I come? I
came because part
of my identity is, I'm
a Bates debater. And
Bates debating is me."
A student survey is born. The
President's office commissioned a
campus-wide survey dealing with
student life, academics, and college
policies. The results are expected
by the end of second semester.

Changes are proposed to the first
year advising system. Campus¬
wide dissatisfaction with the cur¬
rent first year advising program,
which is often likened to slam¬
ming one's head against a
brick wall, prompted a
series of possible
changes.

C4

The Open Flame Ban: (take 1). The
open flame ban, after a long series
of debates and a negative vote by
the R.A., was finally passed by the
administration.
The Open Flame Commit¬
tee argued that a ban, which has
been adopted by many colleges
and Universities across the U.S.,
was necessary to maintain insur¬
ance coverage and student safety.
Students protested a lack
of student input, and framed the is-

Goals 2005 was revised. This sec¬
ond draft highlighted the impor¬
tance of teaching, student interest,
"reflection", student responsibility,
an honor code, and reviews of ten¬
ured faculty. The document also
mentioned the building of a new
Campus Center, of a $100 million
w
campaign, handicapped ac^
cessibility, and innovative
1
Internet expansion.

like
compil¬
ing a list of
VJ _
major-related reCJr
sources and contacts,
formerly incorporating
Junior Advisors in the pro¬
cess, and an informational meet¬
ing for new advisors have been
implemented this year. Another
measure linking first-year seminars
with academic advising— is cur¬
rently in the proposal process.
The Educational Policy Commit¬
tee unveiled its report. This group
of proposals, which will affect aca¬
demic requirements for all majors,

TI0NAL:DE5ATINC 1
*©MMifiti

%m & #t*us3 s*

$ATES COLLEGE <U.S.A >
DEBATING TEAM

was deliberated by the faculty. This
draft of the report included: 1) se¬
nior "projects" should be required
for all students; 2) the physical edu¬
cation requirement should be
dropped; 3) First-year seminars
should be required; 4) General edu¬
cation requirements should be
changed; and 5) that the cluster re¬
quirement should be dropped.

INTERNATIONAL
DEBATE

November

The police arr e s t
four students on
Frye
Street. On Alumni
weekend, after a party at Hacker
House, students were told to dis¬
perse by members of the Lewiston/
Auburn police department. Stu¬
dents argued that the charges of
"refusal to disperse" and "disor¬
derly conduct" were unfounded.
Webb House was vandal¬
ized during October
Break. Over
$2000 of
dart-

UEDNESOAY. Hki OCTOBER Mi
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has

age
was created.
Thus far, Security
reported no leads.

The Open Flame Policy (take 2).
The R. A. held an open forum on the
issue. Only four students showed
up. Some argued that the
administration's position would
not change, so why bother? Oth¬
ers attributed it to apathy.
Jessie Jackson spoke at the
Chapel. As a part of the "Get out
the vote" campaign, the Rev. Jessie
Jackson stumped for Democratic
candidates for local and state
positions— including John
Jenkins, a Bates graduate.
Jackson
stressed
multicultural values and the im¬
portance of voting.

Brooks Quimby, Bates' legendary debate coach, was honored last semes¬
ter during the debate council's 100th anniversity.

The Faculty approved four new
majors. Chinese, Japanese, East

Webb Street's TV was smashed... yet another victim of Dorm Damage.
Asian Studies, and neuroscience
were all approved as academic ma¬
jors. In addition, three secondary
concentrations: South Asian Stud¬
ies, economics, and philosophywere approved by the faculty.
Open Flame Ban (take 3). The R.A.
announced that candle confiscation
and monetary fines would not be a
part of the Open Flame policy.
A Student Petition
raised questions of
student/ad-

tion. The Dean of Students' Office
acknowledged that the Declaration
was "reasonable and well-stated."
Members of the adminis¬
tration noted that students could
petition for a vote in faculty meet¬
ings. Also, the Office
agreed to look
into main-

Ae^

,0^
tion relations. The "Dec¬
laration of Members of
the Student Body", a student
petition signed by over 300 stu¬
dents, was presented to the Dean
of Students' office. The petition
pointed to policy decisions like the
Open Flame ban, graduation fee,
business office hour changes, and
key fines as indicators of the
administration's disregard
for student opinion.
It requested
Q*
that students gain a
vote and a voice
in faculty
meetings,

&
l n elude
an appeal
board, and
the Dean's ofhold open forums
student concern.

The deans responded to the peti-

nance
issues and
business office

A Multicultural Director is found.
Czerny Brasuell, the former Direc¬
tor/ Assistant Dean at the Third
World Center in Princeton, filled
the position left by Melanie Ghosh,
the former director.
Many of these isare still in play
this semester:
for
ex¬
ample,
only
this

week
the new
academic re¬
quirements have
been decided, and
the Open Flame ban has
finally reached its final
destination, (see table of

contents for this week's ar¬
ticles) Many more will effect us in
the future.
Look forward to more stories,
on both past issues and ones yet to
come.
. Next week: the Educational
Policy Committee proposals in depth.
Were students a fully active part of the
decision-making process?
Also, the R.A. will be featured next
week. What do they plan for this se¬
mester? Are they an effective force for
social change?

Jody Hartley, an AIDS educator, will visit Bates from January 29-31.
If you would like to learn more, call x6199 or e-mait evisbara.
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Tattoos: Captain Morgan, flowers, and pain
In this edition of Features, we explore tire world of scar¬
ing, permanence and what it really mean to get a tattoo.
Tattoo experiences, biker myths and teddy bears all play
an instrumental role in these explanation of tattoos.
by Tim Stokes
You might think, with a name like his, he would be a little harder to
swallow. You might even be intimidated by his thick, tattooed body, his
long hair and rough beard, the Harley Davidson shirt, or even the heavy
metal music blaring in the background. But Captain Morgan and his Fine
Line Tattoo Shop are as comforting as a sweet-tasting glass of orange juice.
This undoubtedly makes the process of forever scarring your body that
much easier.
I can even recall my first encounter as a nervous eighteen year old
who wanted to make a statement by getting a tattoo, but was a little scared
of the back alley tattoo scene. As I walked through the door, aware that
my L.L. Bean gear probably was a little out of place, Captain Morgan and
the melodious sounds of the Henry Rollins Band were there to soothe my
fears by treating me fairly,
answering my questions
...Captain Morgan and his Fine and allaying my doubts
about his sterilization pro¬
Line Tattoo Shop are as
cess.
With this friendly at¬
comforting as a sweet-tasting
mosphere and a new loca¬
glass of orange juice.
tion on 49 Main Street,
business at Captain
Morgan's is booming; and
so is the creativity of his customers. For example, I am sure we all love
that zanny late night TV host, Dave Letterman; but can you imagine tat¬
tooing a lifelike photo of big Dave smoking a cigar on your elbow, for all
the world to see? Or how about rewarding your favorite tattoo artist by
placing a nice caricature of the man himself on your shoulder? Or even
still, why not allow the tattoo artist to shave that very personal and pri¬
vate spot on your body and then place two, bright blue eyes in its place to
complete the peculiar happy face. These are but a few of Captain Morgan’s
many achievements as a tattoo artist; which also includes a thirteen hour
tattooing marathon to cover a customer’s entire back.
Along with these unique designs, Captain Morgan says cartoon char¬
Kate Dropick photo
The tattoo decison has been made... now
acters such as the Tasmanian devil, roses and hearts are still the most
popular tattoos. But he also says that the trend is shifting towards what
he calls "tribal" tattoos which originate from ancient South American de¬
signs. He tries to deter people away from the typical tattoos because he's
known too many people who have returned months later asking "Can
you get rid of this thing?"
by Jen Mooers
Captain Morgan says that people get tattoos for three reasons. One,
because of the way the design looks. Two, because it holds some sort of
To get a tattoo or not to get a tattoo that seems to be the question. To go to class or to The Goose, now that
personal meaning. And three, simply because the person wants to have a
tattoo, no matter what it is. Those who simply want a tattoo will most isn't as difficult to decide. The difference between these choices in life is the idea of permanence. A tattoo is a
sheer commitment; you get it and you either love it, or you spend the rest of your life avoiding summer attire
often at some point want it removed.
and
sex with the lights on. I come from a family who tends to stereotype tattoos as cheap defacements of the
For myself, a tattoo should undoubtedly hold personal value. In some
ways, it's like your favorite t-shirt that you love to wear because it says body. Do I agree? Actually not at all. In fact I’ve always had a fondness for sailors, Hell's Angels, and rock stars.
something about you — maybe the name of a place you visited, your alma No, but all kidding aside a tattoo is a completely personal item that shows one's ability to commit to a symbol
mater or even a favorite music group. When you see that tattoo it should he or she believes represents them.
One proverb that has often dictated my life is, "Nothing is carved in stone," and calved in skin almost seems
remind you of something important to you, something worth wearing on
your sleeve. Then, as the years pass and memories fade, you need only too medieval not to mention painful. The idea of choosing an object whether it be a piece of art, clothing, or even
look down and you will be reminded of that thing which was once so my favorite food and immortalizing it scares the hell out of me. What if I changed my mind and decided Mad
important. If not, chances are when that same time passes, you will really Dog is not an appropriate nickname. Nor should it be displayed on my arse. Some would say my indecisiveness
is a mark of my generation. I would say it was as a mark of my ignorance, and my ignorance is truly bliss.
wish you never got that Daffy Duck tattoo on your butt.
The fact of the matter is I respect people who know who they are, where they are going in life and what they
In either case, if you ever have the desire to get a tattoo (the Bates
Bobcat paw seems to be a popular choice), you need only make an ap¬ want to do just as much as I relate to and respect the person who has no idea what his or her future holds. To
pointment at Captain Morgan's Fine Line Tattooz Shop and your tattoo¬ summarize, I have no idea what I would get if I was going to get a tattoo because tomorrows another days and
ing experience is guaranteed to be more uplifting than your parent's reac¬ I still can't figure out my course schedule.
tion.

To tattoo or not to tattoo, that is the question
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The fine line between Gutz and Glory
by Carrie Jewell
Before I begin my little narra¬
tive here, I feel obliged to ask the
potentially skeptical, neo-Puritanical reader in advance to consider for
a moment just how many people
there might be at Bates with one or
more tattoos. My guess would be
that there are many, and that they
are not all Irish-American males
from the Boston area or cynical,
sunlight-deprived artistic types
with a penchant for creative mas¬
ochism. Having joined this brave
class of faithful souls, I now know
a lot more about tattoos and the
people who get them than I did
prior to my induction. Tattooed
people come from all walks of life.
The biggest redneck in my class in
high school, for instance, has a tat¬
too of the Tasmanian Devil etched
in his now-flabby bicep, while my
pre-med/English major smartypants friend at Brown got a big
heart on her shoulder blade. I'm
sure both look upon their respective
designs with equal and well-de¬
served delight.
But if my^different strokes for
different folks" disclaimer does not
sway you to think of tattoos and
their patrons with some amount of
open-mindedness, perhaps a per¬
sonal account of the joys and sor¬
rows of tattoo-getting will. When I
first thought about tattoos, I could
only see myself getting a little but¬
terfly, a ladybug, maybe a little yinyang on my shoulder, something
that satisfied my need to be rebel¬
lious but that also wouldn't make
my grandmother turn over in her
grave. But beyond these concerns
I really just wanted to have the ex¬
perience of getting a tattoo; the
design was secondary to the whole
thrill-seeking motive. I would
never know if I could handle it un¬
less I went through it myself.
I went to Montreal with two

friends during the summer before
my sophomore year, and on an in¬
vitingly seedy stretch of Rue St.
Catherine, I saw the world of tat¬
toos and body-piercings in full
bloom. We scanned the walls of one
particular tattoo parlor (also a pierc¬
ing studio and a Harley-Davidson
retailer) for designs that were small
and conservative, but original and
well-drawn. I didn't like anything
enough to get one, and admittedly
I was scared of the pain, so I re¬
signed myself to the much tamer
navel-piercing experience. My two
friends got conventional tattoos, a
flower and a little sunshine, but the
one who got the flower had it put
on the middle of her lower leg. To
this day I wonder why I didn't in¬
tervene and tell her to at least put it
higher and out of sight, since we all
agree now that it looks kind of
dumb. That catastrophe, along

with the temporary adrenaline fix
provided by my new belly-button
ring, staved off my desire to have a
tattoo for at least a year.
But the need came back, espe¬
cially after I saw a couple of friends
get tattoos when I was abroad that
looked pretty good and seemed to
suit their personalities. I dealt with
my impulse to get one calmly,
searching lazily and over a few
months for the right design, and
eventually that excitement died
down. But this fall I finally con¬
fronted the urge, after a friend of
mine from Bates, whose name I'll
leave undisclosed, paid a visit to
one of the tattoo people right here
in Lewiston, none other than the
founder of Maine's first Hell's An¬
gels chapter, one Frank "Captain"
Morgan. My friend's successful
visit and lovely tattoo sealed my
fate: I was determined now to find

a design and get this taken care of
before I got any older or more con¬
servative. Within two weeks I
found myself quaking in the lobby
at Captain Morgan's "Fine Line
Tattooz", gearing up to go under
the needle(s).
Of the actual experience, I have
mostly positive impressions. I got
to hold a teddy bear while under¬
going the no less than excruciating
outlining procedure (for some rea¬
son it hurts much worse than col¬
oring-in), and when he told me that
he was completely finished with the
outline I couldn't help but blurt out
in relief "O Captain! My Captain!",
but judging by his tepid response
he's not a fan of Walt Whitman.
Otherwise he was very friendly and
professional, and sang along
charmingly to the Depeche Mode
tunes blaring from his CD player
while the needles bore into my

pain-numbed skin. And the pain..
.well, different people report vastly
different levels of pain, and I could
just be a wimp, but the initial twothirds of the procedure evoked the
sensation I would expect to feel
while being slowly prodded with
an electric carving knife. But that's
just me. I never even cried while it
was happening, and the good thing
is that I'm alive to tell about it. I am
pleased to report that so far there
have been no signs of permanent
nerve damage to the affected area.
Overall I am happy with the ex¬
perience. I now have a tattoo that
is at least a nice design, even if in
ten years I think it symbolizes the
most frivolous and idiotic phase of
my young adulthood. I try not to
think it was a bad decision, but in
moments of doubt I rationalize it
this way: I'm always badgering my
parents for having had nothing
whatsoever to do with the colorful
and rebellious Sixties culture we ad¬
mire so much (where were they?),
so I'm paving my way to being one
of those parents whose kids say in
awe, "my mom got a tattoo", not
knowing of course how much my
life has missed the mark already in
terms of whatever subversivehipster-sensibility people in our
generation are supposed to em¬
body. And people always tell me it
costs $2000 to get a tattoo removed
with a laser, but at the rate technol¬
ogy is moving, that procedure will
be like a visit to the barber shop in
ten years, and cost about twenty
bucks.
I hope my bittersweet account
hasn't moved anyone to cancel that
tattoo appointment, or moved any¬
one to go out and get one either. It's
already too trendy! I only hope the
non-tattoo-sporting world feels a
little bit more enlightened and per¬
haps a bit less disdainful of those
of us who have them.

Body alteration, skin mutilation and good vibrations
by Gussie Falleder
Our identities are inscribed
upon our bodies. I have a scar on
my nose from the time I had chicken
pox when I was five. My mother
says that I scratched it furiously.
People assign things to our per¬
sonas by the color of our skin and
the width of our noses. Our identi¬
ties are inscribed upon our bodies
even when we don't want them to
be. When we want to assert our so¬
cial consciousness it is often hard
for people to understand that which
we hope to embody because of our
physical selves. Those people tell us
what and who we are, often fol¬
lowed by what, and who, we can¬
not be.
A tattoo is permanent. This is
no surprise to those who want to
capture significant moments in

their lives. These folks embellish
themselves by trying to create a tan¬
gible likeness of parts of their intan¬
gible being onto their body. I have
often thought that getting a tattoo
captures the actual moment of firm
decisiveness when an individual
walks into the tattoo parlor and has
an overwhelming sense of self. It
doesn't seem to represent the cama¬
raderie of the bowling team as the
members might have thought it did
when they tattooed their numbers
on their behinds, or maybe it does.
Some say that the trend of tat¬
tooing has become a part of a large
expression by our generation to
stand apart from other histories of
youth. Contemporary tattooing is
like a sailor's rites of passage. To¬
day it has expanded to include
many types of body piercing and
general body alteration which tend

to be reproductions of the rituals of
indigenous people from South
America and Africa, among other
places. In some way this has been
an expression of allegiance with the
ethos of these people. These alter¬
ations in and of themselves can rep¬
resent a moment of rebellion. While
other individuals "mutilate" their
bodies to draw attention to the hu¬
man separation of physical and
metaphysical, the alterations which
recognize that the human physical
state in our material world has be¬
come wrongly adorned and wor¬
shipped.
I don't have any tattoos. I have
never wanted a tattoo. This is pos¬
sibly because I have an unhealthy
level of indecision- but realistically
it has more to do with the thought
of paying some stranger lots of
money to do something as intimate

as sticking needles in my skin, in
order to draw a permanent image,
only to never see this person again.
This, compounded by the fact that
I am Jewish, will keep me tattoofree.
My sister's friend Laura was on
some MTV show one afternoon. We
were giddy on the green throw-rug
in my living room. Laura was one
of those tall beautiful, lanky bru¬
nettes that was tough. All the boys
thought she was sexy as hell even
when we were 13 and most of my
male friends were still calling me
Gussie-Bussie, and not knowing
what that meant. She was 15 and
showing some MTV Vee-Jay her
flower tattoo on her shoulder. I re¬
member sitting in front of the glow¬
ing TV tube, the speckled colors
lulling me into a hypnotic rocking,
back and forth.

I thought that as sexy as Laura
had been it was really the thought
of such utter pain and the serious
nature of a permanent image on my
skin that deterred me from think¬
ing of such skin alterations. When I
conveyed this story to some kid in
my Hebrew School class he in¬
formed me that Jews who have tat¬
toos can not be buried in Jewish
cemeteries.
Within the last couple years tat¬
tooing has increased tremendously
in my post Gen-X generation agegroup. Women have little Lauralike flowers and hearts and sun¬
shine butterflies, raindrops on roses
and whiskers on kittens. Guys have
been known to get larger, less
dainty images, often related to mu¬
sical groups or sports. A guy who
Continued on Page 8
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skateboarded outside my building in sixth grade had some version of the
typical naked devil-lady bathing in flames. This trendy procedure, as some
have referred to it, has become, for lack of a better explanation, just an¬
other act of desperate club-kids, dirty hippie-types and flailing sportos
attempting to ally themselves with a consumer youth running desper¬
ately after the fringe of the cutting edge only to realize that the death of
hip occurred long ago.
This summer I met a Jewish woman who wanted to get a tattoo. I
told her that Jews who have tattoos are often unable to be buried in Jew¬
ish cemeteries. Upon further discussion we decided that at this point in
time it would probably be easy to be buried in some reform Jewish com¬
munity because of their less orthodox teachings. Upon reflection and fur¬
ther research, the reason that most Jews don't get tattoos has more to do
with respect for the victims and survivors of the Holocaust of the second
world war. These individuals were tattooed with numbers upon entering
concentration and work camps. An image that many have of Holocaust
survivors are the numbers that appear on the inside of individuals' fore¬
arms. This is another reason that I have decided to stay away from tat¬
toos. Again, a tattoo is permanent. It is an act of individuality and an
attempt at expressing self-assuredness. People argue that it is difficult to
say that one person can live as a Jew because the core of a contemporary
Jewish identity is the idea of a people in diaspora.
Lastly, I suppose there are other rites of passage for which I take part
in as a young American adult- voting in an election, questioning the au¬
thority of the local law enforcement officers and driving a car. Two out of
|
three ain't bad.

Dramatization of the tatoo you regret

Amanda Hinnant photo

Hmmm, there’s something missing
from this issue. Wait, could it be... A

SPORTS SECTION?
Well, in order to keep up with the
Bobcats, one of you loyal fans must
step forward and assume the awesome
responsibility of SPOfflB EDITOR.
Think of the fun, the pride, the
money we pay you each week. For
information call Jeremy Breningstall
at 7494 or 6596 or come on by the
Student office at 224 Chase Hall.
Think of the glory!
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We killed Norwich...
by Cam Donaldson

Bates swimming and diving
braved the menacing Arctic
weather on a road trip to Vermont
last weekend. On Friday, the men's
and women's teams iced Norwich
by scores of 180-55 and 159-83, re¬
spectively. Saturday, however, saw
them buried in a snowbank, losing
to Middlebury 123-108 and 132-98.
"Our personal times were not
as good against Middlebury," said
men's Captain Chris Renyi '97. "But
we didn’t get blown away. We were
not embarassed."
Despite stalwart performances
from many athletes, the visiting
Bobcats found themselves over¬
matched against a more talented
Middlebury squad. Many New En¬
gland coaches have already pen¬
ciled the Panthers in as one of the
top three teams in the conference.
Undaunted by these dire predic¬
tions, however, Bates proved that
they were no pushover.
Leading the men’s charge
against Middlebury was Steve
Simmons '98, who hopped on his Jet
Ski for the final 25 yards of the 500yard freestyle, coming from behind
for an inspirational rush to a
firstplace finish. The only other
wins for Bates came from Dave
Burke ’99, who swept the one and
three-meter diving events. There
were, however, several notable sec¬
ond-place performances. Renyihad
his engines running all ahead flank
as he chugged to a secondplace fin¬
ish in the 200-yard freestyle with a
personal best time of 1: 55.99. The
Bobcats showed a dangerous abil¬
ity to rise to new levels when they
come in packs. In the 200-yard med¬
ley relay, Tatsuya Sato '96, Chris
Orpilla '99, Damon Bowe '99 and
Simmons clicked for an outstand¬
ing time of 3:49. The 4 x 100-yard
freestyle relay saw the 'Cats nipping
at the heels of their opponents, with
Paul Urbanczyk '00, Ty Kaliski '97,
Todd McCoy '99 and Renyi churn¬
ing out a speedy 3:27.67 time.
"The relays are what sparks a
team," said McCoy. "They really
pump you up from watching your
teammates. We knew that we were
the underdogs, but our perfor¬
mances didn't show it. We were not
intimidated and we stuck together
as a team."
The women's best showing
came from fleet-finned Denby
Johnson '98, who rung up a firstplace finish in the 50-yard freestyle.
Joanne Murphy '99 had the Bobcats'
only other win with a savvy perfor¬
mance in the 3-meter dive. Wendy
Zimmerman '99, Heidi McDonald
'97 and Marin Magat '00 swam races
worthy of the highlight reel in a
solid team effort by the 'Cats.
"We swam really well last
weekend," said women's Captain
Jen Weiers '97. "We also had a lot of
fun as a team. We made up some
really cool cheers and we're all ex¬
cited about coming home for a meet
this weekend."

Against Norwich, the women’s
team was expecting tougher com¬
petition, putting together some out¬
standing personal performances
against an unexpectedly lackluster
opponent. They won 10 of 13
events, with Johnson garnering
three of those first-place finishes
and torching a Norwich pool record
in the 200-yard freestyle. However,
Weiers would not let Johnson steal
the show as she picked up two solo
wins and figured in Bates' firstplace finish in the 200-yard medley
relay with Kate Grennan '99, Dawn
Bilodeau '97 and Kate Leonard '97.
Murphy dominated the diving
board with wins in the one-meter
optional and required dives.
The men's team blew Norwich
out of the water before they could
flood their torpedo tubes. Bates
won every single event except for
the 500-yard freestyle. It was a
frighteningly balanced attack by the
Bobcats with six athletes figuring in
at least two wins. Bowe had a busy
night, winning two solo events and
putting more than his two cents into
the 200-yard medley relay.Burke
lead the divers with wins in both
diving events.
"We feel really strong in the
water," said Renyi- "We killed Nor¬
wich, but against Middlebury it was
really a question of being focused.

Right now, our goal is to get as
many people as possible to qualify
for the New England Champion¬
ships, and I see more and more guys
qualifying at each meet. In the past,
we haven't had a lot of depth, but
this year the freshmen have filled
out the races really well."
The 'Cats will be sharpening
their claws for Saturday's meet
against Babson, one of their only
two home contests of the season.
"Babson's men’s team is very
strong," said Coach Dana
Mulholland. "They probably have
an advantage over us in distance
freestyle but we should be very
competitive with them. Our
women's team is definitely stronger
than Babson's. It will be nice to
swim at home and it should be a
meaningful weekend for us."

NOW HIRING:

University Sales and
Marketing is hiring.
Marketing, Sales and
Promotions positions
available. Work on cam¬
pus, Flexible Hours,
Great Pay. Call 800-5628524

The QIANTLewiston-Auburn WINTER

deOORV % 01) SHOW

SATURDAY, JAN. 18
Lewiston Armory on Central Ave.
(1 block from Bates campus)

10 am to 5 pm

$2.50 admission

New & Used CD'S
Concert Videos, Posters

Rare Imports
(Sponsored by Bill Maroldo Events. Call 783-1378 for information.)
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Thy weekly horoscope
... looking through the Cat s Eyes
Capricorn (December 22nd-January 19th): There have been a lot of obstacles in the past few weeks to start the term hut soon everything will seem a lot less significant soon,
Happy Birthday.

Aquarius
Pisces

(January 20th-February 18th): Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, even if you don't let them get too close to you.

(February 19th-March 20th): Okay, true you have had a few disappointments in these first days of school hut have faith in the way things work out, keep those

receipts.

Aries

(March 21st-April 19th): Obviously you're a cool kid, don't sniff model glue, keep on truckin.

Taurus

(April 20th-May 20th): Things are lookin' up. Get a jump on your work and praise the Cheeseheads.

Gemini
Cancer

(May 21st-June 20th): Good morning sunshine, I bring you peace.

(June 21st-July 22nd): It might he time to delve into some creative projects. It might he time to

cheer for the Packers.

Leo

(July 23rd-August 22nd): Soon a close friend will need help with a scary problem in her life. Recogniz¬

ing your vices make you stronger.

Virgo

(August 23rd-September 22nd): You don't have to smile at everyone, don't take yourself so seriously.

Libra

(September 23rd-Octob er 22nd): It's hard to keep things from friends hut trust your instincts. Look

to the future you have much to learn.

Scorpio (October 23rd-Novemb er 21st):

Be less obsessed with time and more obsessed with work. Try to

stand your ground.

Sagittarius

(November 22nd-December 21st): The weather is getting cold, pace yourself and all will he

well. Don't throw personal hygiene out the window during Superhowl Sunday weekend.

STUDENT SPECIAL

$

6.99

LARGE 1 topping pizza
FREE Delivery
ASK for the Student Special
783-2200
62 School St.

Would you like to make some money, would you like to take
money from others, would you like to make money for the
newspaper? Then perhaps you're ready to be our National
Advertising Manager.
We'd prefer loads of experience, but I'll be honest, we're
desperate, so some knowledge is preferred, but we will train the
that person who displays the extraordinary combination of
audacity, wit, and most importantly, charm. Given those
capabilities, there's no stopping you from earning gobs of money
and helping to save our financial butts.
Interested, well you can call Jeremy Breningstall at 7494 or 6596
to get all the nitty gritty and begin rolling in piles of money.
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From under the desk of Jennifer Weiers:

Fun Fun Fun: holidays in the sun,
or, one too many dives off the deep end
We were amazed to see swimming bumper stickers, diving
t-shirts, water polo books and videos; after years of inunda¬
tion by basketball and football paraphernalia, we were fi¬
nally marketing targets. We reveled in the ISHOF museum,
entirely dedicated to swimming and other water sports. They
may be some of the world's more marginal sports, but they're
our marginal sports, dammit.
The ISHOF is an incredible facility, boasting two ten-

lane fifty-meter pools and a separate diving pool with mul¬
tiple springboards and platforms so high that a diver perched
on top looks like a small, brave elf. Hundreds of teams used
these pools each day; if Banana Boat sunscreen really is wa¬
terproof, then something else was happening to the water,
for it grew a little cloudier each day.
We swimmers swam and swam and swam, not just back
and forth, but forth and back, too, four hours and 12,000
meters a day in that neverending fifty meter pool. After
swimming came the sadistic exercises which we water folks
refer to as "Dryland," including such silliness as hopping
up and down the stairs,
running around the
bleachers, and doing
handstand and wheelbar¬
row pushups.
Then
comes more swimming
again. We swam to the
point of injury, we swam
to the point of nausea, we
swam to the point of tears,
and then we swam some
more.
It was a treat to fill
our hungry lungs with
fresh air in between
strokes, as opposed to the
thick, chlorine-smother¬
ing air of Bates' own
Tarbell Pool, and there's
no better motivator than
the sun. Over the course

of the many backs and forths in the pool, how¬
ever, I vowed that when I design a multi-million
dollar three pool complex, I will paint interesting
things on the bottom of the pool for the poor swim¬
mers to enjoy. A mural, a poem, an image of
Woody Allen and Oksana Baiul in a pink leo¬
tards— anything but that nefarious black stripe.
The black stripe plays an important role in
swimmer safety, though, by giving
swimmers something to focus in
order to stay in a straight line, and
not stray into the wall or laneline.
This is especially important at the
ISHOF, where the lanelines are
made out of recycled shark teeth,
leaving us all with bleeding
scratches. "Ouch! Hit the laneline
again! There goes my left arm!"
There's no stripe to follow on the
bottom of the ocean, though, but
those swimmers who took time
away from the pool to compete in
the Fort Lauderdale Ocean Mile
race had enough to worry about
with man-o-wars and thrashing
Wellesley swimmers to avoid. You
may have seen us on ESPN2; they
claim to have broadcast it, although
it was probably a special 4 a.m.
showing.
We had joy, we had fun, we went
swimming in the sun; now it is time
to lean back and sigh, "Ahhhhhh, Fort Lauder¬
dale." Hopefully now you can imagine yourself
there as well* and sigh with us as we cast off our
shoes, kick back on the beach, and wait for the
tsunami to carry us blissfully away.
*For realistic Florida-type warmth as you vi¬
sualize, sit next to the radiator.?
t Not too close, thoughn
nThe Bates Student may not be held liable for
radiator bums

O 2

On the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month of
the ninety-sixth year of the so-called twentieth century,
thirty members of the Bates swimming and diving team
and the fearless Coach Mul tore off thirty holiday sweat¬
ers and sixty wool socks in favor of swimsuits, sunscreen,
and barefeet. Ah, Fort Lauderdale!
It was just like you read about in cheesy mail offers
(or cheesy college newspaper articles). All expenses were
paid, Bob Volpi came along to orchestrate our
meals, and the cat was in the bag.
But I digress, and also, I'm lying. We
paid for the trip ourselves, you see, and un¬
fortunately all nine days of it were Volpi-free,
with nothing but the fresh breads of Subway
to remind us of the patron saint of Commons.
Why travel, why now, why Florida?
Winter break cleaves our season in half, but
we have to continue water activity in order
to keep our muscles all muscly. Training op¬
tion one: return to Maine during the most
Antarctic time of the year to stay in someone •
else's room in one of the two open dorms and
cross the frozen tundra for practice twice a
day. Option two: catch a ride to the Sun¬
shine state. Knowing the little known fact
that Stephen King was actually inspired to
write The Shining while spending winter
break in the frigid desolation of a friend's
Adams single eating cold bagels, the major¬
ity of the team committed money for Florida.
"A1A... Beach Front Avenue," raps Va¬
nilla Ice, in Ice Ice Baby. Note that it is not
Pennsylvania Avenue, Broadway, Rodeo Drive, or any
other traditionally significant street about which the Ice¬
man singeth. What makes Fort Lauderdale's A1A worthy
of such commendation?
Music-blaring convertibles cruise past one after the
other and again until they find what they're looking for.
Along the road winds a serpentine white stucco wall, sepa¬
rating sidewalk from beach, protecting the Rollerbladers
from sand traps and the loggerhead turtles from laying
their eggs in the T-shirt shops.
Along this wall runs a thin strip of neon lighting whose
color changes every few seconds, flowing from fluores¬
cent pink to yellow to green like the free-flowing colorful
spirit of Fort Lauderdale itself. The edges of the streets
are lined with Lego-perfect (but not plastic) palm trees
which appear to have been arranged strategically... per¬
haps by the hand of a very large child. It's perfect... too
perfect. Billions of dollars in real estate perch at the edge
of the sea without fear; the term "Lauderdale" translates
literally from the Latin as "city which asking for great hur¬
ricane."
Knowing that hurricane season ended in November,
however, we swimmers felt safe, and proceeded to our
very own Doubletree Hotel, a tall swanky oceanfront
building, happily located right across the street from the
International Swimming Hall of Fame (ISHOF), where we
would be spending much of our time and most of our en¬
ergy.
Swimmers everywhere! Divers galore! Athletes from
Middlebury, Duke, Williams, the College of Wooster, West¬
ern Ontario University, Transylvania University, and hun¬
dreds of other schools, all gathered to train at the ISHOF.
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Author responds to letter with indignation
by Shawn P. O’Leary
Woodrow Wilson once wrote,
“If you want to make enemies, try
to change something." After
reading last semester's final issue
of the Student, I certainly realize
how the former president felt. The
letter to the editor coauthored by
Cali Mortenson, Jan Bernabe, and
Sandra Beideman regarding my
article "Eulogizing Affirmative
Action" definitely left me with
much to ponder. Many statements
and inferences, however, have
compelled me to revisit the topic
of affirmative action. I realize that
responding to a Letter to the Editor
often leads one into a fanatical
game of journalistic pointcounterpoint, as Winston Churchill
said, "A fanatic is someone who
can't change his mind and won't
change the subject,"
Chiefly, I would like to offer an
apology for a statement made
regarding blindly coded resumes
and applications in which I wrote:
"those accepted would have
earned their status for who they
are and not their ethnic
background." The readers who
responded to my column were
fully justified to feel insulted by
this phrase and I wholeheartedly
apologize for its wording, for the
manner in which I presented the

statement smothered its true
meaning. I would never argue
that a person's ethnic identity is
not a part of who they are, I meant
to reinforce the premise that
abilities should be the primary
factors by which applicants are

Racism and bigotry
are [not] problems
that are "easily
remedied." I do feel,
however, that
alternative courses of
action may be taken
to address these
problems
judged. Obviously, correlations
between abilities and ethnic
heritage may be (and have been)
drawn, but I was not advocating
overlooking race as a pivotal
component of one's personal
identity.
First, I must address the
authors' claim that I described
"present-day racial oppressions"
as petty differences. This was
obviously, for lack of a better
description, a cheap shot. My

intention when writing about
society's petty differences was to
describe the racial hatred felt for a
difference in skin color, simply
because it is a minuscule physical
difference. Therefore, when I
wrote that this country "must get
over the petty differences of today"
I was referring to the fact that while
we might not share the same skin
color or background, we do share
the same nation and must work as
one for the good of the country.
Furthermore, there is not one line
in my entire column where I used
the phrase "present-day racial
oppressions." And, as I am sure the
respondents would love for others
to believe, I am not so naive as to
believe that racism and bigotry are
problems that are "easily
remedied." I do feel, however, that
alternative courses of action may
be taken to address these problems
seriously and more effectively than
does affirmative action as we know
it.
One such alternative to
affirmative action is a similar
program in that it is class-based, as
opposed to race-based. Under
such a plan those who attempt to
enter college or the work force on
uneven grounds
due
to
circumstances such as poorly
funded schools, immigrant status,
or financial insecurity would be

granted special consideration in
light of these factors. Therefore
those who are at a disadvantage,
minority or non-minority, due to a
societal cause beyond their control
would be granted the chance they
need to showcase their abilities.
Under this plan an agency such as
the NAACP, or other related
organization(s), could be given the
authority to watchdog the
program to ensure that it is being
carried out honestly and
effectively in much the same
manner that the I.R.S. now audits
the financial records of businesses
and citizens.

The most disturbing claim
made by the authors was "people
of color have to struggle and fight
against people like O'Leary to
achieve respect, recognition, and
status in our racist and
discriminatory society." I would
never deny anyone respect or
recognition for their efforts and
find it highly insulting that the
authors would callously include
me with any group that would do
so. In fact, as an aspiring journalist
my role model has long been Ed
Bradley of the television news,
Continued on Page 13

Congressman Baldacci addresses educational concerns
by John B. Baldacci

This Monday, thousands of
young people across Maine will sit
down with their families to begin
outlining their college careers. For
most, a major ingredient in this
process is drafting a financial aid
package that will make a college
education affordable.
As many of you already know,
college is becoming essential to
success in today's rapidlychanging job market. Only by
keeping up with advances in
technology can today's students
earn a place in tomorrow's market.
But while a college education has
become crucial to financial
security, soaring tuition costs have
kept diplomas out of the reach of
thousands of would-be college
graduates.
Fifteen years ago, American
families spent about 4.5 percent of

their incomes to send their children
to state colleges and universities.
Congress' General Accounting
Office estimates the figure has
since doubled to nearly 9 percent.
In Maine, the average tuition runs
about $3,500, or nearly 12 percent
of income.
Another study issued by the
GAO last year showed that during
the past 14 years, tuition at four
year public colleges increased
nearly three times faster than
household income, and more than
three times faster than inflation.
As a result one of three college
students will drop out of school
simply because they cannot afford
the escalating cost of the education
they need and desire.
For those of us who seek a
better future for our children, that
is not acceptable. That is why I
have been committed to ensuring
that Maine students have the tools
they need to compete in a global
market. During the 104th

Congress, I joined many of my
colleagues in fending off attempts
to slash funding for student aid. I
also held a number of Education
Forums across the Second
Congressional District to receive
input from educators and parents

College is becoming
essential to success
in today's... job
market
about how best to prepare our
students.
As I return to Washington this
week for the new session, I hope
to again join forces with educators
and parents so that we can protect
financial aid during the 105th
Congress. Sometime this session,
the Congress will undertake
reauthorization of the Higher

Education Act, which decides how
much the government will allocate
for student financial aid. Overall,
approximately two-thirds of all
student financial aid comes from
federal programs administered by
the U.S. Department of Education.
It will take a united effort to
convince some of my colleagues
not to cut financial aid, which
benefits an estimated 32,000
students in Maine. In fact, I will
work to increase funding for
financial aid and to extend this
program to many middle class
families who currently don't
qualify.
I will keep you posted as
debate on this important
legislation develops. In the
meantime, students should be
aware of a number resources
available to them as they prepare
their Financial Aid packages.
The Finance Authority of
Maine has established a FinancialAid Hotline to field calls from

students and families who have
questions about the process or
need further information The
telephone number is 1-800-2283734. It is staffed from 8 AM to 5
PM Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, and from 8 AM to 8 PM
on Monday and Thursday. The
hotline will be available until
February 13.
In addition, the U.S.
Department of Education has
prepared a number of helpful
booklets designed to make the
financial aid application process
easier to manage. Both the 1997-98
"Student Guide to Financial Ad"
and "Funding Your Education"
can be obtained by contacting my
Bangor office at P.O. Box 858,
Bangor, 04402. The telephone
number is 942-6935.
The above guest column was
submitted by Congressman
Baldacci on January 7,1997.
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A few things to remember in 1997:
Whine goes well with cheese.
Committee, co-schmittee-JNC
A watched Bromley never boils, a
drunk Bromley doesn’t draw.
Even a dead tuna smells better than Limburger.
Pay no attention to the curly-haired
Minnesotan behind the curtain.
Hypochondria is an illness.
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College policy assures equal access to all
18 November 1996
To the Editors,
We write to clarify a few points
in your November 7 staff editorial,
"Let the police work out."
Over the years, the College —
aware of its roles as a leader and
partner in the Lewiston
community — discovered that
many persons and groups have
been given access to resources and
College facilities. Access was
sometimes granted as a means of
"bartering" for services, and
sometimes for reasons that we
can't now discern.
The result was both uneven
and inconsistent, causing hard
feelings from those who did not

receive access. We were
particularly concerned about the
type of message the College sends
by having no consistent or fair
policy.
To address these concerns,
President Harward appointed a
Facilities

Access
Review Board
that spent a
year
developing
guidelines
and debating
the
many
issues
of
access to the campus.
The Review Board has worked
through an unlevel playing field in
an effort to achieve a fair and

Letters
to the Editor

Student responds
Continued from Page 11
whom I respect for what he has
achieved in light of the obstacles
he must have faced along the way.
The authors made another rather
foolish assumption in portraying
my character and writing as
"unfair,
bigoted,
and
discriminatory", when the only
knowledge they have of me comes
from an article in which I argue
against discrimination in any form
or upon any race or person. In
light of this, it appears that the
authors may be the ones teetering
on the brink of bigotry for taking
such wild stabs at my character
and misrepresenting what I wrote.
The ludicrous idea that I, and
others who share my views of
affirmative action, are "carefully
taught to not to recognize [their]
white privilege, as males are
taught not to recognize male
privilege" is a pure and simple
fallacy. This desperate bunk
hinges on a faulty assumption that
Caucasians do not possess the
intelligence or awareness to
recognize that whites have had
many advantages over their
minority counterparts throughout
modern history. As I grew up both
my family and my educators
frequently pointed out the
injustices that have been done to
minorities in our. country, and
made it glaringly obvious that I
was never to look upon another as
a lesser individual or as someone
who did not deserve to achieve all
that he/she is capable of. To imply
that there is some sinisterly covert
effort to corrupt all white children
into practicing racists is purely
inflammatory and is indicative of
an attempt to skirt the true issues
of affirmative action and race
relations in favor of bogus
assertions. I would only remind
Ms. Mortenson, Mr. Bernabe, and
Ms. Beideman that ifis not always
in their best interest to believe
everything that they read.

equitable policy. We have tried to
address both real and perceived
inequities among local residents
regarding access, and to offer
everyone the same reasons for our
policy change.
Another concern is for the

Not believing everything that
is published was the recent focus
of a John Leo article in U.S. News
and World Report in which he
described recent faulty creations
on the part of the media. In this
year's election the faulty creation
was that of the much hyped soccer
moms (defined as collegeeducated, married suburban
mothers of school age children),
who turned out to make up only
four to five percent of the
electorate. In 1994, the angry white
male (cited in the coauthors' letter)
was created by a media hungry for
juicy journalism. Exit polls of
white males found that the vast
majority (all in excess of seventy
percent) were not angry about any
issue, and certainly were not
inspired by any particular cause to
vote as they did. Leo went on to
describe the methods by which the
national newsroom creates such
journalistic phantoms, which in
turn become rallying cries for
impressionable individuals. By
furthering the myth of the angry
white male Ms. Mortenson, Mr.
Bernabe, and Ms. Beideman have
shown they are susceptible to the
antics of irresponsible journalists
and further revealed their
tendencies to inflame the course of
a rational debate.
The reason that I describe
these events is that journalists,
sociological researchers, and
ordinary citizens all have the
tendency to see what they want to
see, believe what they want to
believe, and publish what they
want others to believe. There exists
an abundance of literature on both
sides of the affirmative action
debate, much of which is
contradictory to that which the
authors cited. The ultimate
solution to this ongoing debate is
one that must be made at the
individual level based on one's
own morals and, hopefully,

College not to be perceived as
providing unfair competition with
local businesses who offer
complete health and fitness
unprejudiced beliefs.
As
individuals decide where they
stand on this complex issue, I
would remind those on both sides
that they should respect the fact
that a difference of opinion is
merely a difference of opinion.
One is neither necessarily ignorant
nor bigoted to feel one way or the
other, and labeling those that differ
in view and philosophy as such
only serves to prevent true
resolution of this most sensitive of
issues.

Life ttf

tt£U

services. There are more than half
a dozen of these businesses in the
greater Lewiston-Auburn area,
and several of them offer discounts
for fire fighters and police officers.
Even with increased campus
demands on the Bates facilities, our
system of access
permits
Bates
students, faculty,
staff and alumni
to invite a guest
on
their
BatesCard. We
hope that this
arrangement will
encourage greater
interaction among members of the
Bates and Lewiston-Auburn
communities.
In addition, the Review

Board's
recommendations
included the expanded Wellness
programs, HealthSteps, .with St.
Mary's Hospital that allow for any
member of the community to have
access to some of the College's
facilities in a supervised program.
The Facilities Access Review
Board was charged with
developing the guidelines not
because of One-Card, but because
of issues of fairness and equity,
both on campus and in the
Lewiston-Auburn area.
Sincerely,

The Facilities Access
Review Board

Chris Lau ’00 plays
Solid Gold on WRBC
3-6 AM on
Thursdays. Gumbel
would be proud!!!
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Bobcat throwers qualify for nationals
by Sandra Abbott
The men's indoor track and
field team started off the new year
focused and ready to perform last
weekend, competing on a home
track in the Bates Invitational. The
meet paired up an impressive team
of 40 Bobcats against a partial team
from Colby and several unattached
athletes. Bates clearly dominated
the meet, winning all but two
events, but according to captain
Steve Beardsley '97, they used the
unscored meet as an opportunity
to prepare themselves as a team for
tough upcoming meets. "It was a
good opportunity to get back from
break and see how we stand
without the distractions of finals
and other teams," said Beardsley.
"Not having to focus on the
opposition as much allowed us to
focus on working together as a
team."
The Bobcats also used the
meet as an opportunity to qualify
for championship meets later in
the season. Individuals and relay
teams qualified last weekend for
the New England Division III
Championships, the ECAC
Championships, the Open New
England Championships and the
NCAA National Championships.
These meets, beginning with the

New England Division III
Championships and narrowing
the field to culminate in the NCAA
National
Championships,
determine the who's who of indoor
track and field.
The highlight of the meet was
the throwing events, where
Assistant Coach Joe Woodhead
had the opportunity to watch his
throwers give outstanding
performances. In the 35 lb. weight
throw, the team of experienced
veterans clearly dominated the
event, capturing the top four
places and all qualifying
provisionally for NCAA Nationals.
Tri-captain Spencer Potter '97 led
the field in first place, and Sammy
Martin '97, Paul Kolter '97 and Bill
McEvila '99 captured second, third
and fourth, respectively, all
throwing over 50 feet. McEvila
also helped the Bobcats to
dominate the shot put with a
second place finish the event.
Walter Jackson '98 won the shot
put, and first year Lucas Adams
proved his strength with a third
place finish. McEvila, Jackson,
Adams, and Potter have all
qualified for ECAC's in the shot
put.
However, the throwers were
not the only Bobcats to give
excellent performances in the
Invitational. Peter Beeson '99,

Beardsley, Matt Twiest '00, and
Trevor Emory '00 were just a few
other Bobcats to prove last
weekend that the team's strength
extends far past the throwing
events. Beeson vaulted to 13' 3"
in the pole vault, capturing first
and qualifying for ECAC's in the
event. Beeson also had strong
performances in the 55M and
200M, placing second in both races.
Twiest and Beardsley highlighted
the team's strength in the mid¬
distance events by finishing onetwo in the 800M. In addition to
placing second in the 800M,
Beardsley captured first in the
1500, qualifying for ECAC's in the
event. Emory had an exciting race
in the 600M, coming from behind
to win the event. Because this
weekend's 600M was the first in
Bates track and field history,
Emory is currently the school
record holder in the event.
Other notable performances
ranged from the 55M to the 3000M
and through the field events.
Capturing first place finishes were
Rico Herring '98 in the long jump,
Aron Shapiro '99 in the high jump,
Alec MacLachlan '97 in the 400M
and 200M, tri-captain Chip Noble
'97 in the 55M, and Mike Danahy
'00 in the 3000M. In the 3000M the
Bobcats had the opportunity to
turn the tables and cheer for their

Top Gumbelisms of 1997
Always a bridesmaid never a Gumbel.
Something old, something new, something borrowed,
Gumbel too!
Gumbelaya gumbo ... mmm, Gumbelicious!
Jack be Gumbel, Jack be quick, Jack jump oyer a Saget-stick!
I am Gumbel, watch me golf.
Double double, toil and trouble, fire burn and Gumbel
bubble.
Ask not what your Gumbel can do for you, but what you
can do for your Gumbel.
If I had a Gumbel, Fd Gumbel in the morning ...
Cum-ba-ya my Gumbel Cum-ba-ya!
Tempted by the fruit of a Gumbel.
"Hey mom, do you ever get that not-so-Gumbel feeling?"
A stitch in time saves Gumbel the trouble of buying a new
pair of socks.
To err is human ... to Gumbel is divine.
That which does not desroy you makes you Gumbel
Can't we all just Gumbel along?
-Brought to you by the makers of Tickle-me-Gumbel.

Matt Bromley graphic
assistant coach, Sean Gallipeau '96,
as he ran to a second place finish
in the event.
As the Bobcats demonstrated
last weekend, the team has
strength and depth from their first
years to seniors and even alumni.
However, the team is slated to face
some extremely tough competition
in the next few weeks. This
weekend, the Bobcats will host the
Bates Quad Cup, running against

Fitchburg, Colby, Tufts, and
UMASS Dartmouth, and January
25, the team will run at MIT. "The
team will need to continue their
momentum this week as they head
into the Quad Cup season," said
head coach A1 Fereshetian. "Last
year, Tufts easily won the meet, but
with
continued
strong
performances, we hope to at least
take a bite out of (Tufts)."

The Bates
Student is
currently
soliciting
applications
for the position
of Sports
Editor.
Interested
students
should contact
Joshua Myles
#6735.
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Around Campus
That's not dinner, that's a monkey
by Jeremy Breningstall
Although Bates kitchens have
been known to produce unusual
items in the past, perhaps none,
even those blow torched or fric¬
asseed in ritual fire, have equalled
in originality that particular dish
which was found a while back
(sometime last semester). Having
provided this editorial comment,
we will now return to objective
journalism (journalism with an
object).
At some time, perhaps 7:30,
perhaps not, in between the pots
and pans, shelves and cabinets,
and all that usually occupies
Moody House — Village 1 for
those in the know — was found:
a freshly boiled monkey's head.
No word is out yet on whether it
had seasoning or not, although
given the facts of the case, that is
presumably unlikely.
Assistant director of security
Sherri Brooks related, "A student
was the recipient of a baboon head
that came from a laboratory out¬
side of Bates." Security first be¬
came aware of its presence after a
student went through the kitchen,
and saw what was characterized
as "a head of some sort boiling on
the stove."

"It was initially thought to
be a dog's head, which was cer¬
tainly of concern," said Brooks,
the fear being the cause of the
head's departure from the body
it presumably once had. Secu¬
rity was relieved to discover
that the monkey was actually
supposed to be dead, and that
it was not someone's pet or any¬
thing like that.
"Once we discovered the
head cooking, boiling; I don't
know which — it wasn't still
cooking when we got there —
we sterilized the area; the area
being the kitchen of Moody
House."
Shortly afterwards, the stu¬
dent responsible for its presence
at that locale claimed it and
identified it. Brooks said that
the student in possession from
it (different from the student
who had initially brought it to
campus) was preparing to use
it as a room decoration. The stu¬
dent stated that it had been boil¬
ing for several hours prior to the
arrival of security.
"By the time we got there it
had boiled dry," said Brooks.
"We were able to determine,
however, that it was a virus freehead." She said that Dean of

Students F. Celeste Branham had
been the one to attain that infor¬
mation. Branham could not be
reached for comment, and Brooks
was not aware exactly how that in¬
formation was determined.
"It was kept healthy because
of the type of research it was be¬
ing used for," she suggested. "It
was an antiseptic primate, kept
healthy very deliberately."
As a precautionary measure,
sterilization procedures were car¬
ried out twice. Because of the
good state of the animal, Brooks
said, "There was absolutely no
health risk associated with it."
It was not necessary to con¬
tact the game wardens, but the po¬
lice were notified. Because Bates
is not licensed for primates, it was
necessary to obtain a special per¬
mit to dispose of the head. A bio¬
hazard safety company was con¬
tacted and they took care of the
necessary arrangements.
Aileen Novick '97 said she
was in the kitchen at the time of
the primate's presence, but did not
notice it. "I was just cooking at the
same time. I didn't really see it. It
was just in the pot next to what I
was cooking."
I guess some pots are luckier
than others.

Matt Bromley graphic.
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Secondary Concentration in Education Approved
After a Five year Gestation Period and Pregnant Pause for Thought,
The Stork Arrives at 111 Bardwell Street
by Josiah Ahlgren

deans and addressed this concern.
The deans were sympathetic and
At their December meeting, it was agreed that the student
the faculty welcomed the Educa¬ teachers deserved institutional
tion department to the ranks of recognition of their work. Subse¬
those worthy of a Secondary Con¬ quently, the first proposal for the
centration, passing a proposal sub¬ Secondary Concentration in Edu¬
mitted to them by the department. cation was submitted to the Edu¬
The Education
cational Policy
Secondary Con¬
Committee in
centration is
early 1996.
In the past,
now available
The proposal
both for stu¬
garnered no re¬
education students sponse from the
dents who re¬
ceive teacher
committee, but
at Bates (and
certification
with the recent
elsewhere) have had adoption of such
through
the
Bates Education
proposals from
a difficult time
department and
the departments
for students
of music, phi¬
getting their
who are inter¬
losophy, and
education
ested in Educa¬
economics, Peter
tion as a part of
chair
coursework to count Corcoran,
their liberal arts
of the education
experience.
department, de¬
toward general
Discussion
cided to re-sub¬
education
of a Secondary
mit his initial
concentration
proposal. With
requirements.
for students of
persistence, it
education began
seems, comes
in 1992 but it
success. The re¬
was agreed at the time that further submitted proposal met with no
discussion should be tabled pend¬ opposition at the December fac¬
ing decisions by the Educational ulty meeting where it passed with
Policy Committee as to the no discussion.
school's general education re¬
quirements. The students who felt
As the proposal stands, it can
the effect of this tabling became be fulfilled in two ways. The first
concerned that, while the school is through participation in the
sorted out its general education re¬ Bates teacher certification pro¬
quirements, their hard work was gram. This program includes
not receiving the recognition that three introductory courses-- Per¬
it deserved.
spectives in Education, Learning,
In the fall of 1995 a group of and Basic Concepts in Special
student teachers met with the Education-- and four more courses

which make up the student teach¬
ing aspect of the program. These
courses deal with both the ideol¬
ogy behind education today and
the practical aspects of becoming
an effective classroom teacher.
The second way to fulfill the
requirements for the concentration
does not involve teacher certifica¬
tion. Instead, the same three in¬
troductory courses are followed
by an intensive semester long in
school project, which would be
complimented by education re¬
lated course work in other subject
areas. According to Anne Dodd,
a faculty member in the Education
Department, this non-certification
concentration is important be¬
cause it validates the study of edu¬
cation as a component of a liberal
arts education. This concentration
might also be attractive to those
student interested in areas of edu¬
cation (such as elementary educa¬
tion) for which certification is not
available through Bates.
Validation and recognition
seem to be the most important
ends of the approval of the con¬
centration. In the past, education
students at Bates (and elsewhere)
have had a difficult time getting
their education coursework to
count toward general education
requirements. When the proposal
was first discussed in '92, Educa¬
tion classes fulfilled no clusters,
and students who took them did
so out of their own understanding
■of the importance of the subject
matter.
The current group of student
teachers have witnessed a great
deal of change in the education

department. They entered when the gesture but felt that it will have
its coursework was still worth little practical effect since certifi¬
little and have seen it gain status cation itself is already a tangible
due largely to the hard work of the asset gained through the certifica¬
department. While these students tion process.
are glad to have received institu¬
Indeed the effects of the adop¬
tional recognition for the rigorous tion of the Secondary Concentra¬
course of study they have pur¬ tion in Education seem to be in¬
sued, there is
tangible
but
some skepti¬
nonetheless real.
cism as to
only does the
Students... became Not
what really
work of indi¬
will result
concerned that, while vidual Education
from
the
students get the
the school sorted out institutional rec¬
passing of
this policy.
that it
its general education ognition
This
deserves,
the
year's stu¬
requirements, their study of educa¬
dent teachers
tion itself gains a
hard work was not corresponding
did not enter
into the deacademic valida¬
receiving the
partment
tion. The passing
with
any
recognition that it of education Sec¬
hope of ever
ondary Concen¬
deserved.
receiving a
tration gives long
secondary
overdue recogni¬
concentra¬
tion to education
tion, so the actuality of it seems to coursework as on par with that of
them to be merely a by-product of any other department. In a field
their work. When asked if they ex¬ which does not have a major and
pected any practical results or ben¬ in which the work, especially that
efits of the recent policy adoption done towards certification/works
some students were leery. "No¬ in tandem with study in another
body understands what a Second¬ subject area.
ary Concentration is," one said,
expressing an oft heard complaint
In spite of the skepticism of
in the debate over Minors. "When some as to how far, the adoption
people ask me what it is, I just say of the policy seems to most to be a
it's like a minor." The student was step in the right direction. In the
concerned that this Secondary words of Peter Corcoran, the
concentration is unlike a minor in Concentration's existence "ends
name only and expressed frustra¬ the second class citizenship for
tion at Bates' insistence on disso¬ students of Education" at Bates.
ciating itself from that term. An¬ This, it seems, is a good thing.
other student teacher appreciated

Educate yourself ...
Write for the Student
Meetings Sundays at 7
Chase 224
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writewritewritewritewritewrite
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The Official Lack-of-a-Sports-Editor Sports
Section of the Around Campus Section...

Women Distance
Runners
Dominate Bates
Invitational
by Sandra Abbott
The women's indoor
track team successfully began
its season last weekend, hosting
the Bates Invitational at the
Merrill Gym. The Bobcats gave
both the Colby competitors on
the track and the fans in the
bleachers - including such
notables as President Harward
and Jenny Myrick - some
impressive performances,
setting a new school record in
the pole vault and qualifying
many team members for
championship meets later in the
season. The team showed
strength and depth in the
unscored invitational meet both
in the track and in the field
events. "We have a good mix of
strong competitors in all areas,"
said captain Christy Ballantyne
'97. "It's exciting that we have
so much new talent added to the
team this year in addition to the
old talent."
With the combined
efforts of many members of the
'96 cross country team, veteran
track runners, and first-year
Kate Burakowski, the Bobcats
displayed that mix of talent
which Ballantyne referred to,
and dominated both the
distance and mid-distance
running events. Abby Phelps
'98 captured first in the 5000M,
a distance event not designed
for the timid, while Use
Abusamra '97 placed third in
the event. Phelps's performance
qualified her for the ECAC
Championships and Abusamra
qualified for the New England
Division III Championships in

the event. Bobcat runners won
both the 1500M and 800M, with
cross-country All-American
Adelia Myrick '99 qualifying
for the ECAC Championships
with her win in the 1500M and
Burakowski qualifying for the
New England Division III
Championships with her win in
the 800M.
If there were any
doubts, the Bobcats proved that
runners in garnet don't mess
around, with a spectacular
sweep of the 1000M and a near
sweep of the 600M. Tri-captain
Heather Alcock '97 led the field
in the 1000M, while Lauren
Nally '99 and Amethyst Hamlin
'98 finished second and third in
the event. In the 600M, Myrick
and Tracey Lyford '00 finished
one - two while tri-captain
Christy Ballantyne '97 ran for
fourth. Myrick's performance
in the 600M qualified her for the
ECAC Championships in yet
another event, and Lyford and
Ballantyne both qualified for
the New England Division III
Championships.
Meanwhile, off the
track, the Bates women proved
to be fierce competitors in the
weight throw and pole vault.
Tri-captain Heather Bumps '97
led the domination of the
weight throw with a throw that
not only captured first, but also
qualified her for the Open New
England Championships. First
year Kate Osborn also had an
impressive throw, placing her
third and qualifying her for the
New England Division III
Championships. In addition to
the fine performances in the
weight throw, pole vaulting

powerhouse Shannon Walker
'97 shattered her own school
record of 10 feet set in 1995 with
a vault of 11 feet. The vault not
only gave her the new record,
but also captured first in the
event. Walker also qualified for
the New England Division III
Championships in the 55M
hurdles on Saturday, taking
second in the event.
If head coach Carolyn
Court is looking for a record
breaking season, this first meet
was a spectacular start. "I think
performances this year are
ahead already from where the
team was last year, based on the
qualifiers," said Court. In
upcoming meets, keep an eye on
the Bobcat 4x800M, 4x400M and
4x200M relay teams. According
to Court, "The success of the
three relay teams is a big goal
for the team. Several team
members have their eye on the
4x400M relay school record and
with a focused team effort, they
also have the ability to be the
first Bates relay team to qualify
for
the
NCAA
Indoor
Championship." In the next
few weeks the Bobcats will have
the opportunity to focus on
these goals. This weekend the
bobcats face some tough
competition at the New England
Challenge Cup at Bowdoin
College and January 25 the
Bates women will run on a
home track as they host the New
England Challenge Cup.

Bobcats
Grab
Rams
by the
Homs
in First
Home
Game

by Bates' team effort, keeping
them ahead of the Rams for the
remainder of the game. About
5 minutes into the second
period, the head coach of the
Rams, Jeff Brown, received a
technical by the referees. Not
only did this frustrate the
opponents, but it also spurred
on the Bobcats and fired up the
crowd.
Overall, this win brings the
Bobcats' record to 2-6, while
. Suffolk's dropped toi4i7. The
Bobcats certainly have a lot of
potential, yet they must be sure
to keep running the ball and
become more consistent. A
fine performance by newcomer
Doug Smart helped to keep
Bates ahead in the second half.
Watch Bates defend their
undefeated home record on
Saturday at 7:30 against
powerful Hamilton.

by Petra Slezak
O
n
Tuesday night, the stands in
Alumni were packed with fans
cheering the first home game of
the men's basketball team. Led
by Matt Garvey's 24 points, the
Bobcats defeated Suffolk
University with a final score of
88-72. Mike Marsh and Ryan
Emerson also contributed with
14 and 10 points, respectively.
In the first half of the game,
Bates charged ahead with
Garvey
racking
up
8
consecutive points, consisting
of two 3-pointers, which
resulted in a 24-16 lead.
Suffolk started with a 7-0 run,
but the Bobcats soon caught up,
due largely to Garvey's
aggressive play. After a
spectacular drive to the hoop by
Emerson, Marsh grabbed the
rebound and scored, thus
bringing the score to 35-22.
Suffolk's inconsistent play, in
combination with the Cats'
faster paced offense, ended the
first half with a 43-29 lead.

He's Running Isn't He?
This lead was maintained
throughout the rest of the game

International
Job Skills
MA in
International Affairs or
Interamerican Studies
New professional

prepares you rapidly for
exciting careers:
□ environmental studies
□ public health
□ government
□ international
organizations
□ international media,
business
Learn valuable analytic
skills from economics and
the social sciences.
Complete this intensive
multi-disciplinary degree
in 12 to 15 months, while
living in a fascinating
international city.

Free details.
Graduate School of
International Studies
Coral Gables, FL 33124-3010
305-284-4173; Fax: 305-284-4406

New URL:
http://www.miami.edu/gsis
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Bates Celebrates Martin Luther King Day
with a Speaker and Workshops
Schedule of events:
Sunday January 19
7:00 p.m. College Chapel MLK Concert Celebration
The Bullock Brothers of Boston, known for their power¬
ful, energetic styl,e & The Bates Gospel Ensemble

Afternoon Workshops

Skelton Lounge, Chase Hall

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
"Race, Class and Equality"
Nathaniel Orenstein '97
Hirasawa Lounge

"Visualizing Race: Art As A Means To Represent
Race And The Implications That Visual Depictions
Have In Our Culture"
Brinda Maira '00
Julie Morton '99
Jane'Creamer '99
Carnegie 204

Mondays January 20

"Philadelphia: The Civil Rights Movement and the AIDS
Mall Movie" Professor Charles Nero, Rhetoric, Carnegie
204

8:00 - 9:30 a.m. Chase Hall Lounge
Morning Gathering
Music by Susan Glines
Video and Audio Selections of MLK, Jr
Continental Breakfast

"Role Models for the Girl Child in Lewiston" Linda Johnson
'97, Susan Detwiler '97 Skelton Lounge

**Keynote Address**
10:00 a.m. Alumni Gym
Welcome: President Donald Harward
Music: The Bates College Choir and Orchestra
Introduction: Dean Martha Crunkleton
Questions Facilitator: Dean James Reese
Guest Speaker: Charlayne Hunter-Gault
The Emmy and Peabody awafd winning national
correspondent of PBS's "The NewsHour," Charlayne
Hunter-Gault also anchors "Rights and Wrongs Human
Rights Television," a weekly newsmagazine which in¬
corporates news, investigative reports, interviews, and
cultural segments. Ms Hunter-Gault was the recipient
of an Honorary Degree from Bates in 1982. Hunter-Gault
is the author of "In My Place," a personal memoir cover¬
ing her historic role in the Civil Rights Movement. As a
transfer student in 1961, she was the first African Ameri¬
can woman to attend the University of Georgia. Public
protest led to her suspension. Court battles reinstated
her as a student, whereupon she graduated after two
years of harassment and ostracism.
"To become a historic symbol was not the point of
what I did. The point was have access to the best educa¬
tion I could get to become a journalist. I was a nineteen
■ year old woman who would never pass this way again."
Charlayne Hunter-Gault

2:10 - 3:10 p.m.
"The Million Man March"
Jeremy Root '97
Chase Hall Lounge
"King & The Ongoing Struggle For Human Dignity"
Professor Hilmar Jensen, History
Professor John Hinshaw, History
Muskie Archives
"A Reflection bn the MLK Read-In" Dean James W.
Carignan and Peggy Rotundo, of the Service Learning Cen¬
ter Skelton Lounge, Chase Hall
3:20 - 4:20 p.m.
"Contributing to Diversity: What Can I Do"
Carmen Nadeaus Affirmative Action
Sherri Brooks, Security
Ron Deegan, Physical Plant
Moderator: Pablo Colon, Food Services
Muskie Archives
"Lorraine Hansberry:
Revolutionary In The Struggle"
Tasha Hawthorne '97
Chase Hall Lounge
"What You Don't Know - Can Hurt You"
A look at how history is erased in the U.S.
Myma Morales '97

Charlayne Hunter-Gault will speak on Monday,
January 20 at 10:00 a.m.

Winter Carnival Events Promise a Sporting Weekend
Friday, Jan. 17
Noon Lighting of the Torch by Governor King in Augusta. Torch
run to Commons
9:30 pm Comedian Jeff Ross makes his long-awaited visit to Bates College
with special Guest, Pete Correali - Alumni Gym $3.00
Saturday, Jan. 18
11:00 a.m. Winter Olympics
4:00 p.m. Snow Sculpture Judging - Quad
10:00 p.m. Dancin' in the Streets featuring the Shaboo Allstars Semi
Formal - $6 - Gray Cage
Sunday, Jan. 19
10:00 am Cartoons - Hirasawa Lounge
L-u. >;j»

:

I r J .Lin <• -

Page 19

The Arts

Friday, January 17,1997

Bates alum Gumbel says goodbye to 'Today'
by K. Patrick FitzGerald
and Adam Page
Gumbel. Bryant Gumbel.
Bates' most prestigious alumnus
has finally made news for not be¬
ing in the news. Gumbel '70 an¬
nounced months ago that his spot¬
light position on NBC's popular
Today show would be vacated in
the near future. But it was his emo¬
tional on-air finale last Friday that
truly made him the focus of the
American media— the group on
which he left an indelible stamp.
So Gumbel quit the Today
show. The big question remains:
Why? Boredom? Mid-life crisis?
In order to grow the beard the NBC
execs wouldn't let him? The world
continues to speculate as the Bates
College Alumni Office holds its
breath. One thing is sure: the boy
Gumbel knows not what his future
holds. Bryant has said he left NBC
as it is "time to move on." Perhaps,
however, the real clue in regard to
his post-Today destination is sug¬
gested by his brilliant words, "I
always say I just want to be the
crazy old man who lives on the
hill." Planning a return to Mt.
David, Bryant?
After a series of farewell
interviews Gumbel has really left
the building. This Monday
marked the inauguration of the
non-Bates affiliated Matt Laurer
regime. And how does this make
Joe and Jessie Bobcat feel?
"I
am
personally
shocked," said Jennifer Chowning
'97. "It's like ... he was just there

last week." Jennifer's sentiment
does not resonate over all of the
Bates campus, however. John
Rukenbrod '97, laughing vehe¬
mently, exclaimed "Bellissimo!
He's quitting his job, growing a
beard, and buying a red sports car.
Three words: Mid-life crisis!" (Dis¬
claimer: these views may be a tad
extreme for the average Bates-persona, who rarely wakes up in time
for this seven a.m. program.)

Gumbel’s position in
the media world is
powerful enough that
he is bound to turn up
in another ivory TV
tower sooner or later.
Rumors about his
plans have already
begun to surface.
After fifteen years with
NBC's Today show will Bryant dis¬
appear from the limelight alto¬
gether? Two words should suffi¬
ciently answer this question: red
herring. Gumbel's position in the
media world is powerful enough
that he is bound to turn up in an¬
other ivory TV tower sooner or
later. Rumors have already sur¬
faced that he will be moving to
"Nightline" sometime soon. In ad¬
dition, "20/20" has been men¬
tioned as a potential future home

for Gumbel, along with pretty
much every other major network
news program (not including
BCTV). Some even cling to the
hope that he will join "The Box's"
great tradition of sportscasters,
among them his brother, Greg. So
how about it, Bryant? All five
faithful viewers await your pres¬
ence, somewhere in TV land.
It has been speculated
that perhaps Gumbel's hiatus
from the media realm will accom¬
plish some good, by submerging
his abrasive reputation into the
backwaters
of
the
Americonsciousness. For reasons
not suitable for publication,
Gumbel has attained a negative
image in the eyes of some TV
viewers—an image which has
plagued him throughout his long
career. And while the newscaster
himself has certainly provided
some of the fuel for the fire which
has continued to smolder (but
never burned out of control), this
perception may be explained, at
least in part, by the heretofore hid¬
den stains of his educational ca¬
reer. Possibly a brief vacation
from the weary eye of the TV cam¬
era will prove a welcome respite
from the problems his reputation
has stirred up and the inane
speculation based on his aca¬
demic career.
Like it or not, the tradi¬
tion of the Today show continues
on, sans Gumbel. Meanwhile,
Bates progresses, without effect,
yet still affected. Bryant, we sa¬
lute you.

Gumbel in happier times. The un-bearded one paid a low-key visit
to his alma mater last fall.
Jon White Photo

Hilarity is hip thanks to the Strange Bedfellows
by Melissa Young
Improvisational comedy,
it seems, has found a niche at Bates
in recent years. The college's first
comedy troupe, as most upper¬
classmen will recall, was known as
Side Effects, and enjoyed consid¬
erable popularity until it dis¬
banded last year. Partly as a re¬
sult of its disintegration, Strange
Bedfellows, a new improvisational
comedy group, has taken up resi¬
dence. And so far, the response
from the college community has
been excellent.
Strange Bedfellows was
initially organized by Doug Will¬
iams '96 during second semester
of last year. It was at that time that
Williams, a member of Side Effects

(which itself was a division of the
Robinson Players), decided to
leave the group, due to the fact that
many of its members were gradu-

Strange Bedfellows
has been busy this
year making films
such as “The Biscuit
Patrol,” filmed in
Commons last fall.
ating. Williams held three weeks
of auditions, and recruited some
members of the now-defunct Side

Effects as well, in order to form the
current group, Strange Bedfellows.
Jen Weiers, a member of
Side Effects, was one of those who
made the transition to the new
group last year. Now a member
of Strange Bedfellows, Weiers has
noted a difference between the two
groups. She states that she "felt
less comfortable when I first joined
Strange Bedfellows," but credits
the great chemistry of the small,
close-knit group for the fact that
"now it is a heap of fun."
The present group has
been busy this year making films
and rehearsing for new shows. In
case you were not there to witness
the filming of "The Biscuit Patrol"
in Commons last semester, do not
be alarmed. The group plans to

show the film sometime in the near
future, along with a series of other
short improvisational films, which
were shown right before finals

The ideas for many
skits and games have
been inspired by the
performances of
other improvisational
comedy groups.
week last semester.
Over Thanksgiving break,
Strange Bedfellows had a tour

planned to other colleges. Unfor¬
tunately, some of the schools had
to cancel their scheduled appear¬
ances, but the group was neverthe¬
less able to perform at MIT with
MIT's Roadkill Cafe and Harvard's
Immediate Gratification Players.
This experience allowed the group
to pick up new ideas for skits and
games and has helped them form
valuable connections with these
schools, which they hope will per¬
form at Bates in the future. In ad¬
dition, Strange Bedfellows is also
working on organizing a new tour
for February break.
As many of the members
noted, the ideas for the skits and
games which make their perforContinued on Page 21
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1996: the year that was in arts & entertainment
by J.C. Popichak

we approach the year 1996: a year,
which in the world of arts and en¬
tertainment, was an eventful one,
to say the least.
From start to finish, '96
was a parade of names and faces
that most of us won't soon forget,
whether we'd like to or not. Some,

'Year-in-review:' despite
the fascinating stories and unfor¬
gettable moments this simple
phrase (usually put into usage
around December 31) inevitably
conjures up for people every¬
where, the actual synthesis of the
information behind it—the names
of the people and places who have
helped to make a particular year
noteworthy—can often incite a
feeling of malaise or apathy in the
person recalling the events that
have taken place. The process of
compiling them can also be a
daunting task for the assigned
chronicler, if the job is not ap¬
proached in the correct maimer.
Still, despite the fear of
mental exhaustion 'years-in-review' tend to incite, most people
seem to agree that no matter what,
a look back on the happenings of
365 days and nights can be enter¬
taining, educational, and yes, per¬
haps even cathartic. It is from this
angle supported by this view that

A look back on the
happenings of365 days
and nights can be
entertaining,
educational, and yes,
perhaps even cathartic.
like Madonna, Michael Jackson,
and Mel Gibson, continued to en¬
joy the fame and fortune they have
been blessed (or cursed) with for
many years. Others, including no¬
tables Alanis Morissette, Gwyneth
Paltrow, and Claire Danes,
achieved real superstardom for the

first time in '96. Still others exited
the brightly-lit stage of life which
they had long called home. No¬
tables who passed into the great
beyond in '96, while too numerous
to name, included cigar-smoking
ex-vaudevillian George Burns (age
100), famed '60s drug guru (and
ex-Harvard prof) Timothy Leary,
legendary blues singer Ella
Fitzgerald, and gangsta rapper
Tupac Shakur, whose violent end
came in Las Vegas in September.
Violence aside, drug-re¬
lated deaths seemed to run ram¬
pant in the music world in 1996,
in keeping with the disturbing
trend which has characterized the
'90s so far. One of the most-publi¬
cized deaths occurred in July,
when Smashing Pumpkins
keyboardist Jonathan Melvoin
died from a heroin overdose. The
band's response to his death was
to fire
drummer Jimmy
Chamberlin, also a heavy druguser according to published re-
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Matt Bromley graphic

Your friend down the hall
with the Macintosh computer
couldn’t be happier that
Apple is offering a $150 rebate
to anyone who gets their own.
Power Macintosh* 5400

120 MHZ/16MB RAM/1.6GB/8X CD-ROM
15" built-in display/keyboard

Now $1,917

Power Macintosh* 7200

120 MHZ/16MB RAM/1.2GB/8X CD-ROM
15" display/keyboard

Now $2,174

Check out Apple’s Holiday Savings.

Right now Apple Computer is offering a $150 rebate when you purchase your
very own Macintosh’personal computer and an Apple* printer. It’s one of the
best chances you’ll ever have to take ownership of the world’s most innovative
technology. Just think about it. You can get your work done faster. The stuff
you create looks great. And you pocket $150. So rub the sleep from your eyes,
peel yourself off the couch and hit your campus computer store today. And
leave your poor friend alone.

PowerBook 5300cs PowerPC 603e/I0OMHz/l6MB RAM/500MB/ backlit, dual-scan, color display Now $2,419
PowerBook 190cs66MHz/16MBRAM/500M8/ backlit, dual-scan, rotor display Now $1,538

©1996Apple Computer, Inc.
ify for rebate, printer,

Apple* Color StyleWriter* 2500
Up to 720x360 dpi

Now $319

Bates College Information Services
110 Russell Street
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
Campus extension: 6376
e-mail: computer_sales@bates.edu

tbeApplelogo, Mac, Macintosh, Performa, Power Macintosh and StyleWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. Apple mail-in rebate offer valid from November 2,1996, through January 19,1997, while supplies last and subject to availability. Tbqual- ''if sold separately) must be purchased on the same invoice. Offer good on any Macintosh desktop computer with any Apple printer. Void where prohibited by law. See participating reseller for further rules and details. All Macintosh computers are designed to be
l.S. only), call 800-600-7808 or TTY800-755-0601.
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Friday, Jan. 17
Dance Festival: The 1997 New
England Regional American
College Dance Festival, to be
held , through Sunday Jan. 19,
will feature workshops, classes,
and concerts. Certain festival
performances will be open to the
public at a cost of $10 for two
concerts/ These include the
judged concerts, Friday at 1 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. in Schaeffer The¬
atre; the faculty concert, Satur¬
day at 8:15 p.m. in the Benjamin
Mays Center; and the Gala con¬
cert, Sunday in Schaeffer The¬
atre. For more information on
the festival, call 786-6157.
Winter Carnival: campus-wide
seasonal event will be held
through Sunday, Jan. 19 and will
feature outdoor competitions,
performances, ice-sculpting, and
a variety of other carnival activi¬
ties related to this year's theme
of Mardi Gras.

Sunday, Jan. 19
Concert: Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. celebration concert with the
Bates Community Gospel En¬
semble and the Bullock Brothers,
an accomplished gospel group
based in Boston. Olin Arts Cen¬
ter Concert Hall, 7 p.m.
Visiting Artist: Woodrow Wilson
Visiting Fellow Susan Shreve of
George Mason University, the
author of numerous works of fic¬
tion, will be at Bates through Fri¬
day, Jan. 24. Locations and times
for activities related to this visit
TBA.

Monday, Jan. 20
Lecture: Charlayne HunterGault, Emmy and Peabody
award-winning national corre¬
spondent for PBS's "The
MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour,"
will speak at 10 a.m. in Alumni
Gymnasium in commemoration
of Dr. Martin Luther King Day.
Free of charge.
Theatrical Production: Billie Jean
Young, an award-winning ac¬
tress and playwright, will
present a one-woman perfor¬
mance of her work "Fannie Lou
Hamer: This Little Light Will
Shine." Olin Arts Center Con¬
cert Hall, 7 p.m. Free of charge.

Tuesday, Jan. 21
Noonday Concert Series: perform¬
ers TBA.

Friday, January

17, 1997
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What's funny and has nine heads...
Continued from Page 19
mances so entertaining generally
come from experiences with oth¬
ers, as well as books. In the past,
audience participation has often
been an inspiration, too. The
group freely admits that a lot of
inspiration has come from other
improvisational groups, whose
ideas have been altered in order
to meet the needs of Strange Bed¬
fellows. The borrowing and shar¬
ing of ideas is a common practice
among improvisational comedy
groups like the Bedfellows, and
has proved quite rewarding noted
many members.
In regard to upcoming
performances, several should be
noted. The first weekend after
February break, Strange Bedfel¬
lows will be throwing a party to
raise money for future touring. At
this time they will also hold a
major performance, thus provid¬
ing their humor-starved groupies
with an opportunity to see them
in an atmosphere other than that
of a coffeehouse.
The group is currently
holding auditions for those inter¬
ested. Auditions consist of par¬
ticipation in a series of new games
and improvisations along with
current members. Those inter¬

Bates' improvisational comedy troupe, the Strange Bedfellows, doing what they do best.
Pat Serengulian photo
ested should contact Justin Lander
at 782-GO10.
The current members of
Strange Bedfellows are: Treasurer
Sachi Feris '99, Maia Halperin '99,
Jamie Hayward, a Lewiston high

school student, Susannah Heelan
'99, Marino Inchaustegui '98, Presi¬
dent Justin Lander '98, Sean
McNally '97, Jonathan Pereira '98,
and Jen Weiers '97.
Strange Bedfellows per¬

A year later, sometimes more

that i would pull my sword from inside the sheath
if i knew someone to pull it at. i would.

A year later, sometimes more
walking through the same street, sometimes later

before the night falls, where i hear my own torment
tearing through the disguise

stiff visions coming through the stereo
cracked dreams and country lips, smiling

i created of ceremony and thick notions
ideals to shelter this chaotic divide

bootlegged memories, child
your haunting destitution, it lingers

abstractions to coerce, convolute
the sadness resting in her eyes.

still inside my hand standing dry in the rain
still catching still falling still

still,
it lingers.

all wrappings taste like newsprint
all fingers wrap in hoods of black

and sometime, later,
i listen carefully

all days disguise themselves as waterfalls
keeping pace with what will not splash;

hoping for winds
to blow in the soothing pain of water

and i’m still wishing i could play you the song
something where joker pulls a map —

i would bear the consequence of any excess
i would wear the darkness of any cellar

but i cannot find the way
back to the sunlight of your draping dress

i would walk forever
in that pouring rain of water

still cannot findnortouch the ribbons
hanging forever in flags of boating, past

i would run and run until the sky shone still,
and keep on running with every swallow —

the arms stretched out
as you float back, and

if it would stop this desert
from getting dryer

there is little for me to say
little other than

if it would take the cloud inside these cloaks
and bring them to the light that does not burn

that i would drown if i could swim
i would choke if i could laugh

except with water,
except with water.

formances are always a good time
because, as one particularly enthu¬
siastic student remarked, "they're
cool!" So if you have not been to a
performance yet, make sure to
catch them the next time you can.

Arts is
cool.
Arts is
cool.

• /.

Breningstall

Arts is
cool.
Write
now.
x7843
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Trivia Night takes over campus
by Michael Della Bitta
Over the weekend, the
campus was overrun by late-night
chaos.
Students defining them¬
selves as members of anything
from "Crusty Splinter Faction" to
"Don't Make Me Laugh, I Have A
Hernia," and "Helium Deference"
(the winning team) dressed in drag
and ran all the way to Frye Street
from the Village, some barefoot
through the snow. Their prize? A
couple of points and a pizza.
This past Friday night,
WRBC held its annual Trivia
Night. The occasion, which first
got its start "sometime in the sev¬
enties," according to General Man¬
ager Justin Andrus '97, is an allnight extravaganza centered
around team-oriented competi¬
tion, hurried phone calls, and use¬
less information (that is, trivia).
All of these aspects of
gameplay united to make the
event's atmosphere border on the
zany. Absence of sleep coupled
with large doses of caffeine got
contestants into the spirit of the oc¬
casion as welf.
Competition traditionally
starts at nine in the evening on the
first Friday after winter break and
continues nonstop until seven in
the morning. Despite late hours
and difficult questions, hundreds
of students participated this year.
Teams competed for gift certifi¬
cates, CDs, tattoos, and free tan¬
ning. .
"It's an interesting alter¬
native to the usual keg parties on
weekends that most campus orga¬
nizations offer," Justin Sullivan '97
explained.
■ Questions, bonus questions,
and an impossibility
The simplest aspect of the
game is the regular question, in
which the question is read over the
air and a song is played. A team is

allowed the duration of the song to
call in and answer the question cor¬
rectly in order to earn a point. An
additional point is also earned if the
team can correctly identify the art¬
ist and title of the song on the air.
Easy, you say? Perhaps—
save for the fact that many of the
questions and songs are quite ob¬
scure. As an example, it's reason¬
able to be asked to identify "Proud
Mary" by Credence Clearwater Re¬
vival, but have you heard Leonard
Nimoy's rendition? Have you
heard lounge act Black Velvet Flag
cover "Institutionalized" by Sui¬
cidal Tendencies? Do you know the
three test market cities for potato
chips containing the fat-substitute
Olestra? Who was the first cus¬
tomer at the Taco Bell stand recently
opened in Christie's of Lewiston?
Huh? Huh? WHO? Ohhh, time's
up. Thank you for playing...
To further complicate the
matter, two other types of questions
exist. Throughout the course of the
game, bonus questions are asked.
These two-hour long opportunities
allow teams to score multiple points
by answering all of a group of ten
questions that pertain to a specific
subject. This year, bonus question
topics ranged from arcane facts
about Wisconsin to the sitcom "The
Young Ones" of British television.
For even more of a chal¬
lenge, teams can attempt the fourhour Cosmic questions. These are
a group of ten clues to ten specific
but obsequious answers, which in
turn point the contestant toward the
final Cosmic answer.
Tradition requires that
Cosmic questions be written to be
virtually impossible to solve.
In defense of this policy,
Chris Williams '99, author of one of
this year's Cosmic questions and
Assistant Archivist at the radio sta¬
tion, was heard to say over the air,
"We don't have to be fair, we're giv¬
ing away prizes."
To give an idea of the diffi¬

Trivia Nighters relentlessly call WRBC, vying for pizza, points, and free tattoos.
culty of a cosmic question, one of
years past was a series of ques¬
tions that yielded a series of num¬
bers; one was supposed to intuit
that these were route numbers for
highways and the Cosmic answer
was their destination.
The Cosmic answers this
year were "Paul's Boutique" and
"the secret bathroom in Bates'
Commons." To arrive at these an¬
swers, one needed to know the
value of obtaining a "Crusty
Hooter," the flashpoint of
Nonoxynol-9 (the spermicide),
that "remember remedial" meant
"nearby remedy," and that the
term "sanitary signifier" meant
"employees must wash hands be¬
fore going to work."
Don't get it? You're not
alone. Although finishing a Cos¬
mic question many times clinches
a victory for a team, no team was

able to solve either question before
each of the corresponding four
hour periods were up.
■ New surprises
Two new twists were
added this year in the form of ac¬
tion questions and speed ques¬
tions. Action questions usually
bordered on the silly; for example,
teams had fifteen minutes to pop
as much fresh popcorn as they
could and bring it over to Security
for points. Andrus received a
phone call from Security officer
Ron Lessard the next morning,
wondering why his squadroom
was full of popcorn.
Another stunt involved
obtaining a giant Starburst rotat¬
ing display from its hiding place
on Mount David.
Emily Cause *97 described

it as "a rotating phallus. It's a con¬
glomeration of fruit-like objects
that are spinning into entropy. Just
crazy. It's amazing."
Speed questions were
simple questions coupled with
short songs so that the time limit
was small. "Do your best imitation
of a mime" required an answer of
silence for fifteen seconds. Sur¬
prisingly, some teams answered
"Name an animal besides a cow"
incorrectly. Even more surprising
were the number of wrong an¬
swers to the followup question,
"Name another one." "What is
Stephen's first name" was possi¬
bly the hardest. Possibly not.
Enthusiasm on the part of
the contestants and hard work on
the part of the staff contributed to
the night being considered by al¬
most all to be a success.

'96 saw breakthroughs in music, movies, TV
Continued from Page 20
ports. This series of events re¬
ceived extensive media coverage at
the time, and continues to have an
impact on the American music in¬
dustry, which in response has be¬
gun to push more aggressively in
favor of an anti-drug platform.
While these and other so¬
bering events unfolded on TV,
many Americans had other things
on their minds. Some were caught
up in the mammoth dance craze
which swept the nation late in the
summer. Labelled the biggest foot-

fad since the Hustle, Los Del Rio's
much-hyped "Macarena" topped
pop charts for almost fifteen weeks
and had much of the country— in¬
cluding politicians and grandpar¬
ents— swinging and swaying, be¬
coming an instant staple at social
and sporting events in the process.
Notable music breakthroughs this
year came courtesy of hip-hop pio¬
neers The Fugees, Brit-band Oasis,
French-Canadian chanteuse Celine
Dion, and No Doubt. Meanwhile,
Kiss successfully proved that '70s
glam rock was still alive and well
by staging a massive comeback.

The revival of their Tost art' cul¬
minated in a sold-out summer
tour, which proved to be one of
the most profitable in a year that
was considered disappointing
overall by those in the music biz.
In cinemas, Americans
were entertained this year by boxoffice smashes such as Indepen¬
dence Day (which itself launched
a short-lived alien craze), Tom
Cruise's Mission: Impossible, The
Rock, Twister, and the cult hit from
Scotland, Trainspotting. Movies
that bombed with both critics and
audiences included Demi

Moore's Striptease, The Fan, Eraser,
and the aptly-named The Stupids
(which featured a cameo perfor¬
mance by the year's most overex¬
posed blonde, Jenny McCarthy).
On the tube, Friends and Mad About
You continued to monopolize the
sitcom ratings, while perennial fa¬
vorites ER, NYPD Blue, and the
ever-eerie X-Files garnered some of
the highest ratings for network
dramas. Rosie O'Donnell entered
the realm of daytime talk-TV with
her highly-rated variety show,
while music videos found a new
home on M2, the all-music chan¬

nel launched by MTV in August.
By now, it should be clear
that 1996 was quite a busy year in
the arts and entertainment world.
It was different from all years that
have preceded it, and, according to
the laws of nature, it will be differ¬
ent from all to follow. From
Michael Jackson"s divorce from
Lisa Marie Presley, to the birth of
little Lourdes Maria Ciccone Leon
(aka Madonna's baby), the year
was fraught with exciting
unpredictability; unpredictability
to be matched only by the events
of 1997.
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Interested in having a
Sports section?

Volunteer to be a

Sports Editor
To apply for this paid
position, contact the
Student at x7494 or
Box 309.
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Question on the Quad
If you got a tattoo, what would it be and where would you put it?

"Piglet on my ass."
-Rondi Gelbard '99

"Mother Teresa on my behind."

"O-Z-Z-Y across the knuckles."

-David Miller '97

-John McGrath '00

Reported by Jeremy Root

"An exact replica of
Dean Sawyer's tattoo."
-Daniela DeLuca '97
-Allyson Boyle '97

Photos by Amanda Hinnant
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TWO LARGE CHEESE OR
RERRERONI RIZZA FOR ONLY
$11.99
10% OFF WITH VALID COLLEGE
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